
THURSTON COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, May 13, 2026, at 5:30 p.m.  

hosted by Marie Docter & Jerry Gray at John Kesler’s Office 

 

 

Members Present: Marie Docter, Jerry Gray, Michael Young, John Kesler III, Melissa Goldmann, Bill 

Pope, Jenna Norden, and Rosemary Fitzgerald 

 

Members Absent: Wayne Graham, Joe Scuderi, Jeffrey Carr, and Brandon Koenig 

Others Present: Heather Ligtenberg 

 

1. Call to order 5:34 p.m. 

  

2. Approval of Minutes of April 15, 2026, Board Meeting - John moved to approve the minutes, 

seconded by Jerry. The motion carried without objections. Jenna abstained since she was not present.  

 

3. New Business   

3.1 Judicial Appointment Bar Poll (Heather) – Heather said according to the TCBA Bylaws, 

since Judge Murphy is retiring and the Governor will be appointing her replacement, the 

TCBA must conduct a Judicial Appointment Bar Poll. After discussion, the board approved 

sending an email to the members to let them know about the Judicial Appointment Bar Poll 

and asking for names of people who would like to be added to the poll by May 25, 2026. The 

TCBA will then send a survey to the members to select one candidate. The TCBA shall send 

the results to the Governor’s Office, the JOLT and Olympian.  

 

4. Old Business       

4.1 Request to send letter to the County Commissioner about funding to the clerk’s office 

(Marie) – This was discussed last meeting. Nothing new to report. Take this off the agenda.   

4.2 Live Presentation Sales Tax Update (Heather & Jerry) – Heather shared that she would 

request exemption for the monthly lunchtime CLEs since we don’t make a profit on these 

CLEs, but that we will have to pay taxes on the half day CLEs since we make a profit on 

those.  

 

5. Treasurer’s Report (Brandon) – April 2026 Financial Report – This will be discussed at the next 

meeting since Brandon is not present at the meeting.  

   

6. Monthly Luncheon Update (Jerry) – Increase the cost of monthly lunch CLEs? (Heather) – A 

discussion took place. The board decided to keep the price of the lunch the same. Jerry said the CLE 

in April went well. He will follow up with Susan Coskey about scheduling the DEI CLE.  

 

7. Committee Reports  

7.1 Bench/Bar (President) – The meeting is on June 3. Michael requested that the County Charter 

be added to the agenda and he will get up and speak about it at the meeting.  

7.2 CLE (Bill, Brandon, Wayne, Melissa, Jeffrey, Alec) – Nothing to report.  

 7.3 Rules Committee (Jerry) – Nothing to report.  

7.4 Social Events Committee (Brandon (Chair), Heather, Joe, Jenna, Jeffrey, Wayne, Jerry) – 

John said he will be the chair of this section. The Summer BBQ is on August 20 at Tumwater 

Historical Park. 

D&D Game Night (Mike DeWitt) – June 25, 2026, at 6:00 p.m. at Cup of Sword Tavern. 

7.5 Newsletter & Marketing (Heather) – The May Legal Brief will be emailed to members in 



later May or early June as she is waiting to include the results from the annual golf 

tournament that takes place on May 29. We need to find a young lawyer to complete the 

Young Lawyer Spotlight.   

7.6 Judicial Evaluation Survey & Bylaws Committee (Michael, Wayne, Joe, John, Jenna, Chris 

Meserve) – The survey will be in the spring 2027.  

7.7  Law Library (Michael and Marie) – Marie said there will be a blurb about the law library in 

the May Legal Brief. Matt Morbello shared that the Westlaw computers are getting used.  

7.8  Law Day Speech Contest (Marie, Melissa, Rosemary, Jeffrey) – The event went well. We 

had three strong candidates for the finals. There is concern about using AI. Melissa received 

some feedback that the judges during the rotary meeting should have been attorneys. We can 

fine tune the instructions for next year and send the scoring sheet to the contestants so they 

know what they will be judged on.  

7.9 New Courthouse (Marie) – There is optimism that there will be a move. Michael said there 

was a Olympia City planning meeting last night and they said the transition of the Municipal 

Court moving to District Court is in process.  

7.10 Bigelow House & Community Connections (Marie) – Marie asked Heather to check with the 

Bigelow House about the brick for Christopher John Coker, the 2026 Bigelow Award 

recipient.   

7.11 Annual Meeting & Dinner (Heather) – The buffet food was good, but the appetizers were not. 

Like having more food options on the buffet. The room was loud when people were talking. 

Parking was not good. It felt easier to move around the room.  

7.12  County Charter (Michael) – Nothing to report.  

   

8. Section Reports  

8.1 Family Law (Meredith Gerhart) - I canceled the Family Law Section meeting for May 2026. I 

received an email from Judge Thomas’s JA on Friday indicating that all the judges, including 

all pro tem commissioners, are scheduled for mandatory training during our normal meeting 

time. Normally, I would not cancel the meeting just because the FJC judicial officers could 

not attend, but since a significant number of our colleagues would not be in attendance either, 

I felt comfortable canceling May’s monthly meeting. 

8.2 Pro Bono (Jenna Norden) – The Sound Legal Aid’s Annual Breakfast is on May 20. The 

TCBA has been sending emails to members about the fundraiser breakfast. Retired Justice 

Yu is the speaker. There is a new development person. There are options to appear via Zoom 

for the legal clinics. The board said that the Sound Legal Aid building is hard to find.  

8.3 Young Lawyers (Devin Kohr & Peter Lindgren) – One person was at the swearing in, and it 

went quickly. I could not find an attorney to complete the Young Lawyers Spotlight for the 

May Legal Brief. Heather is looking for a young lawyer to complete the Young Lawyer 

Spotlight.  

8.4 Criminal Law (Rosemary Fitzgerald, Jenna Norden, & Christopher Taylor) – The CLE in 

April went well.  

8.5 Real Estate, Land Use, and Environmental Law (Kevin Hayes) – I have emailed the section 

members to introduce myself and announce the first proposed CLE on June 30. This will be 

presented by Seth Prigge, manager/president of Mountain 2 Coast Land Surveyors and 

President of the Southwest Chapter of the Land Surveyors Association of Washington. I’ve 

also connected with Ashley Arai, Director of Thurston County Community Planning & 

Economic Development, to possibly give a CLE on the County’s CAO update and other 

planning/code changes expected. I’m also discussing with Heather and Chris, partners at my 

firm, about giving a presentation on SEPA. I solicited suggestions from the section members, 

as well, so I’m looking forward to hearing from everyone about it. The board said the SEPA 

CLE would be an interesting topic for all members in the fall CLE. The board approved the 

June 30 CLE.  

8.6 Diversity and Inclusion (Susan Pai) –The welcome sign / bench portrait proposal has been 



approved by the TCBA Board and has been forwarded to the Board of Judges. Johanna 

Martinez continues to work on the Diversity Mentorship Program. We are trying to get Susan 

Coskey scheduled for an afternoon (?) TCBA CLE for her presentation re D&I entitled 

“Beyond the Backlash.” Marie said the welcome sign/bench portrait proposal was not 

approved by the TCBA board and that it was forwarded to the Board of Judges for their 

approval. She will let Susan know that. The board discussed and approved the Diversity 

Mentorship program proposal but noted that the mentor must be a TCBA member. Marie will 

let Susan know that as well.  

       

9. Additions to agenda 

9.1 Marie requested that we move the Mentor program & Donate to TCBA tabs on the website to 

the main list on the website. The TCBA Mentorship Program does not have much 

information. We should remove “launching” from the description of the Mentorship 

Program. Let’s discuss adding more information on the website to the Mentorship Program at 

the September meeting.   

 

10. Announcements 

10.1 Bill thanked Jerry and Marie for providing the food and thanked Michael for his service on 

the board. Michael said it’s been an honor to serve with everyone. He is proud of the board 

and this organization. Bill also thanked Marie for her great service this past year.  

11. Date/location of next meeting: September 9, 2026, hosted by Jenna Norden and John Kesler at 

John’s Office 

  

12. Adjourn 6:50 p.m. 


