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     I was no more than 5 years old when I decided that I wanted to be an attorney.  In my 

understanding, attorneys helped people. Of course, I also thought that clowns helped people, 

but I knew I didn’t have the skill to be a clown.  No, I wanted to be an attorney. My mother 

still chuckles when telling people about her bright-eyed little kid.  “Well, actually,” I would 

say “the law in this state is that . . .” whatever the heck the adults were talking about.   
 

      My dad held a different opinion.  Attorneys were scum. They were snakes. They were 

liars. They were the worst thing to ever darken the face of the earth. If any pitiable creature 

was so loathsome as to be worse than an attorney, that was a judge.  In his reasoning judges 

let the liars lie.  Knowing that they were liars, having the authority to correct the behavior, 

but declining to do so was the lowest of the low. They sullied their robes. I never did learn 

what chain of events formed his opinions, but he was adamant.  

  

     What I did learn was that his opinions were enforced with the authority of a thousand 

judges.  “No child of mine will ever be an attorney!”, he’d thunder.  “I’d sooner end you 

now, than allow that!”  He had spoken, and I had no choice but to obey.  Of course, I was 

still a bit young at the time.   

  

     The years passed; I progressed through school.  What I wanted mattered little.  Dad had 

spoken, and so I obeyed. Despite graduating high school at the top of my class, I didn’t head 

straight to college.  There seemed to be little point.  If I was not destined to be an attorney, 

then I would need to find some other way to earn my keep. I sold vacuums. I worked retail. I 

tended bar. I played in bands. I worked as a stone mason, a framer, a roofer, and an  

electrician. I occasionally took classes at a local community college. Photography. Theater. 

No law. I joined the Army. I went to war. I went with an expeditionary force to Somalia, and 

that was worse than the war.  

  

     More time slipped away. I returned to the states and tried to rebuild my life.  Work, sleep, 

repeat. More stone masonry. More odd jobs.  For a decade I wandered in the wilds trying to 

find work that would add to my joie de vivre. As so often happens in tales of this sort, I  

eventually reached a point in my travels where my oar was mistaken for a winnowing fan. 

(Homer, Odyssey, Book 23, line 263).  

  

     I was three stories up on rickety scaffolding with my grandfather. He was about 75 or 80 

at the time, and we were laying a 300-pound lintel stone. We had hauled the stone up there 

by hand, and we were gently positioning it above a window.  As we finished, I realized that I 

had no idea why I was there.  There was satisfaction in producing beautiful work, but I was 

still missing something. It was time to plant my oar. I enrolled in school the next day.  

  

     More years, but now they increasingly had meaning. I studied. I graduated with honors.  

A school back east made an offer that seemed enticing. Off to Virginia and Washington & 

Lee Law. Honor code, history, tradition. Law. Finally, law. I worked. I took side trips to 

Monticello, Ash Lawn Highland, Shenandoah, every place I could. I studied. So very much 

studying.   

  

     I returned home to Seattle to sit for the bar. October that same year, and I was an attorney. 

Dad was disappointed. He was proud that I had achieved so much, but I was an attorney. 

That really got under his skin. How could I possibly want to be one of them? As the years 

continued their inexorable march, he watched me learn and grow in my practice. One day he 

finally awoke to the reality that I had seen all those years before. I was helping people.  

 

                                                                                                                          (Continued on page 6) 
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A View From the Bench 
 

By Judge-Elect Sharonda D. Amamilo 

Thurston County Superior court 

 
 "Life's most persistent and urgent question is, What are you doing for others."  

                                                          ~ Martin Luther King Jr.  

 

Thank you for asking me to contribute to this issue of the Thurston County Bar Association Legal Brief. I understand that 
the request is usually one of “A View From the Bench.” In my case I am going to share my perspective and experiences 
from “A View Towards the Bench.”  
 

This journey began with an examination of what drives me to run at this time; to serve in general; and why in this role. 
For me, the reasons to run stem from the ability of this position to carry forward the vision of the quote above.  
 

My passion and compassion for solving complex people problems has been honed by my experiences as a Superior 
Court Trial attorney for the past 17 years. Serving struggling families, analyzing sometimes abusive uses of authority, 
applying empathy and forgiveness to empower others has taught me the value of keeping the big picture and the prime 
objective in my minds active eye. I want to get to the bottom of the problem. At the end of the day, it has always been 
better to work towards a main objective even if I end up standing alone for a short-while.  
 

None of my achievements happened in a vacuum or as a lone maverick, at least never from my perspective. I have the 
blessing of being supported from childhood amid a blatantly prejudiced culture in rural North Carolina in the late 60’s 
and early 70’s. My family always poured into me and most importantly my curiosity. It is not always easy to answer the 
kid always asking “but, why?” Fortunately, my family included voracious readers on both sides, and I was very familiar 
with the A to Z of the Encyclopedia Britannica by age 6. Once learning to read, my questions about the why’s of the 
world were answered with “go look it up.” The Encyclopedia is full of solved complex problems!  
 

Since becoming an attorney and spending my career in public service my circle of supports and encouragement has  
expanded to include close friends, my Army Unit family, former clients, supporters, voters, and peers. Being authentic is 
critical and from start to finish, I have truly benefitted from having freedom to be me. Freedom to Serve. Freedom to 
Give of Myself.  
 

As a new judge I plan to pursue strategies that invite leading edge, multi-faceted, multi-disciplined approaches to  
inclusive decision-making and equitable application of the law. During the campaign I listened carefully to the voters. 
They want the system to be accountable. They want to know what is going on and how it impacts their community. I am 
very exciting to be part of the face of the court in this community. The Thurston County Legal Community has multiple 
opportunities to provide feedback to the Court. But on the impacts of systemwide operations on the community, I think 
more involvement from the general public is needed. I am here to help. To join you as part of the solution for age-old 
complex problems. I feel confident that the members of the TCBA are committed to many of these ideals. I am  
encouraged by the establishment of the Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Section.  
 

Finally, I find that when I am being most helpful, I function at my highest and get the most satisfaction from my work. A 
Superior Court Judge carries tremendous responsibility, obligation, accountability and a vast opportunity to be helpful to 
everyone interested and affected by the law and justice system. These tenets of the privilege are very serious to me but 
not more than they are to the people who have entrusted me by their votes with this opportunity. We are in a  
partnership.  
 

Judge-Elect Sharonda D. Amamilo was elected on November 3, 2020 to serve as Thurston County Superior Court Judge 
Position No. 8. Judge-Elect Amamilo is the first African American elected or appointed judge in Thurston County  
Washington.  
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Young Lawyer Spotlight 
By Brooke Frickleton, YL Chair 

 

BRANDON KOENIG 
Brandon@morris-sockle.com 

WSBA # 55688 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Best stress reliever: Movies, Xbox, and Baseball  
 
 Three favorite places in Thurston County: Boston Harbor Marina (in summer), Tugboat Annies 

(brunch), and Burfoot Park.  
 

 Book I would recommend to others: Wheel of Time series for a not so serious read.  
 

 What you like about being a part of TCBA: Meeting other lawyers! 
 

About me:  
I grew up in Olympia and I am really happy to be back home. I was a running start student and was 
able to graduate high school with an associate in arts degree. I went to Central Washington  
University for my undergraduate degree and then Washington and Lee University School of Law in 
Virginia for law school. I just turned twenty-five in December and was admitted to practice in 2019. 
 
I am so excited to help others each day! I believe in serving the public and I am always interested in 
events and activities that help me do so. I enjoy politics. I like going to restaurants, Target, and trying 
new things! I am a good trash-talker in team sports but my athletic abilities rarely let me back it up. I 
am an open book, please feel free to reach out and say hi! 
 

If you would like to be featured in the Young Lawyer Spotlight or know someone you would like your 

fellow lawyers to get to know, email Brooke at bfrickleton12@gmail.com. 

 Areas you practice: Family Law 
 

 The hardest part of being a young lawyer 
is: Constantly looking things up and asking 
way too many questions. There is always 
more to know! 

 
 If you weren’t a lawyer what would you be: 

Federal Law Enforcement    
 

 Trait I admire in other attorneys:   
               Thoroughness  
 
 Law school activities: Immigrant Rights 

Clinic as a “student attorney” and law school 
flag football.  

mailto:bfrickleton12@gmail.com
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Williams, Wyckoff &  

Ostrander, PLLC 
 

 

We have spent over 30 years protecting injured  

workers in workers’ compensation cases.  

 

Williams, Wyckoff & Ostrander, PLLC 

2958 Limited Lane NW 

P.O. Box 316 

Olympia, Washington 98507 

 

Phone:  360.528.4800 

Email:  wwo@wwolaw.net 

Website:  wwolaw.net 

 

 

We provide free consultations to injured  

workers and we welcome your referrals.   

We also will associate on cases.  

 

 

If you are interested in  

contributing a column to one of our Legal Brief  

Newsletters, we want to hear from you!!   

 

Funny, interesting, educational or even controversial  

articles written by our TCBA members are  

always welcome. 

 

Please submit to tcba.info@gmail.com 
 

 

ADVERTISING IN THE LEGAL BRIEF 

 

If you would like to advertise in the LEGAL BRIEF, 

please contact   

Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com  

 

 The cost for advertising is $264 for a full page, 

$132 for 1/2 page, $60 for 1/4 page  

and $30 for 1/8 page.  

 

 All advertisements are subject to approval of the 

Legal Brief’s Editorial Board. 

 

 The LEGAL BRIEF is published bi-monthly 

(January, March, May, September and  

November). 

 

 Visit thurstoncountybar.com for more  

information on specs and to view past  

editions of the Legal Brief. 

 

NEW! You can now pay for your  

advertising on the TCBA website:  

https://thurstoncountybar.com/news/the-legal-brief/ 

 

Are you receiving emails  

from the TCBA?  
 

If not, please check your spam folder to see if the  

TCBA emails are going directly there and then  

ask your IT Staff to unblock the two  

TCBA emails addresses:  

 

tcba.info@gmail.com  

and  

info@thurstoncountybar.com  

mailto:wwo@wwolaw.net
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(Continued from page 1) 

President’s Message by James Laukkonen 

Attorneys help people.  Before he passed away several years ago, I think he was finally glad that I eventually shook off his  

shackles.   

I only told you that, so that I could tell you this: You, the members of the TCBA, sponsored 26 families, providing Christmas 

presents to 91 people, and raised $4071.11 for the Adopt-A-Family gift cards.  You helped make this one of the best years 

that we have had for donations to the program, and at such a difficult time. I’m proud of you. Together, let’s all work to be 

the kind of attorneys who help, the kind of people who could convince my dad that attorneys help people.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services needs YOU!    
We are always looking for new volunteers to help give legal advice to low income individuals and  

families who are self-representing on civil matters.  Most often these are family law and housing 

 issues. We have mentors who will help you if these are not your practice areas.    

 

Contact Sara Hollar at TCVLS:   

360-915-7488 or coordinator@tcvls.org 

 

Are you receiving emails from the TCBA?  
 

If not, please check your spam folder to see if the TCBA emails are going directly there  

and then ask your IT Staff to unblock the two TCBA emails addresses:  

 

tcba.info@gmail.com and info@thurstoncountybar.com  

CONGRATULATIONS  

to 

JESSICA SHEN 
 

for being selected as the new Co-chair of the  

TCBA Diversity and Inclusion Section.  

mailto:coordinator@tcvls.org
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Dixie Cattell & Associates, LLC 

Certified Court Reporters  

Serving the I-5 Corridor from Bellingham to Vancouver, WA, Since 1982 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us handle all your  

court reporting needs.  

We provide prompt,  

high-quality transcripts  

and professional service. 

 

Zoom Video Conference   

or in-person depositions  

following State of  

Washington Covid-19 

Guidelines. 

 

Call 360-352-2506  

or email us at:  

dcattell@comcast.net  
to schedule your next  

deposition. 

 

                

There are several ways to handle exhibits with Zoom:   

Options include emailing them to all participants and  

using screen share or other Zoom features. We will  

consult with you prior to your deposition to assist  

with the method that works best for you. 

 

Visit our web site at https://www.dca-reporters.com 

Depositions/Arbitrations/Interviews                                                                                                                            

Online Scheduling                                                                                                           

Complimentary Conference Rooms                                                                                                                              

Electronic PDF Transcripts                                                                                                                                              

Experienced Legal Videographers                                                                                                                                 

Hyperlinked Exhibits 

Online Transcript Repository                                                                                                                                           

 

mailto:dcattell@comcast.net
http://www.dca-reporters.com/
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News from the Washington State Law Library 
 

 
New Year, New Tools: 

 

The law library is kicking off the New Year in a major way! This January, we will be launching our new library catalog, named 

Koha. The new system will allow you to receive text message reminders about due dates and holds, view book covers, browse a 

full shelf of titles virtually and much more. You will also be able to save book lists and manage your circulation history from your 

phone or other devices. We will now have the ability to print lists and receipts for you at the circulation desk, among many other 

new features. 

 

The new site will launch in mid-January. If you already have a library account, it will be automatically imported into Koha. If you 

haven’t registered for a library account yet, signing up on the new site will be quick and easy. Follow our website  

(http://www.courts.wa.gov/library/) and blog (https://medium.com/walawlibrary) for all updates related to our new system. For 

any questions, please contact the reference desk at 360-357-2136 or library.requests@courts.wa.gov.  

 

Library Blog Highlights 

 

Law librarians continue to bring you resource-rich blog posts on issues of criminal justice. We recently explored pre-trial risk 

assessment tools and bias  

(https://medium.com/walawlibrary/pre-trial-risk-assessment-tools-and-bias-trends-and-resources-4e834490db4) and we have also 

compiled an extensive list of media and resource guides on race and the justice system.  

(https://medium.com/walawlibrary/race-and-the-justice-system-media-and-resource-guides-b57680c0af7c) For these posts and 

more, follow the law library blog at https://medium.com/walawlibrary.  

 

Reading Room Updates:  
 

The State Law Library reading rooms remain closed due to the COVID-19 public health directive  

(http://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/index.cfm?fa=newsinfo.COVID19). While you may not be able to visit us in person yet, we 

are available to check out books, send documents, answer reference questions and provide research assistance. Please send an 

email to Library.Requests@courts.wa.gov or call 360-357-2136 to submit a request or speak to a librarian.  

 

Curbside service for checkouts and returns runs every Tuesday and Thursday from 11 – 3. Call or email us, or check our website 

for more information.  

 

We do not have a scheduled opening date, but will post any updates as soon as we get them on our website  

(http://www.courts.wa.gov/library/). You can also stay up to date through the law library blog (https://medium.com/

walawlibrary). We look forward to seeing you back in the law library when we open our doors again and look forward to hearing 

from you in the meantime. 

 

Upcoming Library Holiday Closures 

 

The law library will be closed for the following state holidays: Monday, January 18th (Martin Luther King, Jr. Day) and Monday, 

February 15th (Washington’s Birthday). 

 

Contributed by Washington State Law Library reference staff.  

 

 

 

 

Coming in March 2021…the Judicial Evaluation Survey! 

 

We’d love to have 100% participation this time.  

Please keep your eye out for the email announcing the survey in March.  

http://www.courts.wa.gov/library/
https://medium.com/walawlibrary
mailto:library.requests@courts.wa.gov
https://medium.com/walawlibrary/pre-trial-risk-assessment-tools-and-bias-trends-and-resources-4e834490db4
https://medium.com/walawlibrary/race-and-the-justice-system-media-and-resource-guides-b57680c0af7c
https://medium.com/walawlibrary
http://www.courts.wa.gov/newsinfo/index.cfm?fa=newsinfo.COVID19
mailto:Library.Requests@courts.wa.gov
http://www.courts.wa.gov/library/
https://medium.com/walawlibrary
https://medium.com/walawlibrary
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Interested in getting more involved in the 

TCBA?   
 

A great way get involved is to join the  

TCBA CLE Committee! 

 

Please contact Heather at tcba.info@gmail.com  

for more information. 

 
Dear Thurston County Bar Association Members, 

 

Words cannot express the gratitude I have for our membership. Your participation in the Salvation Army’s  

Adopt-A-Family program in 2020 demonstrated your commitment to this community and those of our most vulnerable 

community members, particularly in the time of a worldwide pandemic and associated economic hardship.  

 

Every year, TCBA partners with the Salvation Army to make the holiday season a little brighter for those in our  

community in need of assistance. We participate in two ways. First, our members, their firms, agencies, families, and 

friends adopt families of various sizes, and the participants donate various gifts to the family members. Second, we usually 

“pass the hat” to supplement our overall donations in the form of grocery store gift cards. 

 

In 2019, the TCBA membership adopted 24 families. In 2020, the TCBA membership adopted two more families for a 

total of 26 families! 

 

As you are all aware, our Annual Meeting and Holiday Luncheon was held virtually this year. While we could not pass the 

hat, TCBA asked members to donate either by check or online. Yes, we were annoying . Yes, there were several e-mails. 

Yes, we put stickers on your Holiday Luncheon bags. And, yes, I took more of your time during the Luncheon to talk 

about monetary donations. Chuck Szurszewski still wore his Pittsburgh Steelers Christmas hat. 

 

TCBA members delivered! Generally, we receive about $2,500 in monetary donations each year. In 2019, we exceeded 

that and received a record $2,620 in monetary donations. This year, we smashed that record. In 2020, TCBA members 

donated $4,071.11 for grocery store gift cards. 

 

As I said during the Holiday Luncheon, your commitment to our community sure made this holiday season a little brighter 

for our adopted families. Thank you, and I am so proud to be a part of this legal community.  

 

Geoff Hulsey 

Chair Adopt-A-Family Program 

 

TCBA is on Facebook!! 
 

Join the private TCBA group at the link below where  

you will see information about the TCBA events and 

CLEs:   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/810480342493440/  

 

You can also “like” the TCBA public page at the link 

below, but we will only be posting limited events open 

to  

non-members on the public page:  

https://www.facebook.com/thurstoncountybar/   

 

Looking for a new job opportunity or  

do you want to advertise a job  

opportunity at your law firm?  

 

Check out the Employment Opportunities  

page on the TCBA website,  

www.thurstoncountybar.com. 

 

There is no charge to post legal  

job opportunities.   

 

Email Heather at tcba.info@gmail.com  

for more information.  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/810480342493440/
https://www.facebook.com/thurstoncountybar/


 

 

Family Law Section 
 

The next meeting is on January 12, 2021 at  

12:10 p.m. via Zoom. Meredith will email the Zoom link to  

all of the section members.  

 
Meredith Gerhart is the Chair of this section. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Meredith at   

(360) 350-6505 or Meredith@gerhartlegal.com 
 

The section webpage is:  

https://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/family-law-section/  

              Section/Committee Announcements... 

Young Lawyer Section 
 

 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the next section meeting  

is to be determined.   

 

Brooke Frickleton is the Chair of this section. 

Her email address is bfrickleton12@gmail.com. 
 

The section webpage is: 

http://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/young-lawyer-section/  
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TCBA & Other Upcoming Events 
 

TCBA January Member CLE: The next TCBA Member CLE will be on January 14, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom. The topic is “Campaign 

Finance and Public Disclosure: Case Updates and Research Tools" presented by Attorney Walter Smith. To register for the CLE, mail your 

name, WSBA#, email address and $25 to TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA 98507 or register/pay online at  

https://thurstoncountybar.com/continuing-legal-education-cle/. The CLE is $25. Please see page 14 for more information.  

 

March 2021 Issue of the Legal Brief: The deadline to submit articles and advertisements for the March  2021 Legal Brief is  

February 18, 2021   Please email them to Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com. 

 

2021 WSBA Board of Governors Meeting and Local Hero Presentation: The WSBA will be hosting a luncheon and Local Hero  

presentation on March 18, 2021 at Hotel RL (COVID-19 permitting). More information will be emailed to you closer to March.  

 

Save the Date: If it is safe to gather, the TCBA Annual Meeting is on May 21, 2021 at the Olympia Golf & Country Club at 5:30 p.m.  

 

Save the Date: If it is safe to gather, the TCBA Annual Holiday Luncheon is on December 10, 2021 at the Olympia Golf & Country Club at 

12:00 p.m.  

 

Please refer to the “News & Events” section of our website for a full list of upcoming events:  www.thurstoncountybar.com 

Criminal Law Section 
 

The next meeting date has not been set yet.   
 

Lindsey Trakel and Angela Colauita are the Co-chairs of this section. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact  
Lindsey at  Lindsey.Trakel@co.thurston.wa.us or  

Angela at Angela.Colauita@co.thurston.wa.us. 

 

The section webpage is:  
https://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/criminal-law-section/  

Real Estate, Land Use and  

Environmental Law Section 

 
The next meeting is on January 26, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. on Zoom.  

 

Heather Burgess is the Chair of this section. 

  

If you have any questions, please contact Heather at  
hburgess@phillipsburgesslaw.com. 

 

The section webpage is:  

https://thurstoncountybar.com/land-use-section/  

Diversity and Inclusion Section 
 

The next section meeting will be on January 20, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

Larry Jefferson or Jessica Shen will email the Zoom link to all of the section members.  

 

Larry Jefferson and Jessica Shen are the Co-chairs of this section.  
If you have questions, please contact Larry at LarryJefferson@comcast.net or Jessica Shen at Jessica.Shen@co.thurston.wa.us  

 

The section webpage is: https://thurstoncountybar.com/diversity-and-inclusion/  

https://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/family-law-section/
http://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/young-lawyer-section/
https://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/criminal-law-section/
https://thurstoncountybar.com/land-use-section/
https://thurstoncountybar.com/diversity-and-inclusion/
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Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services 

 

May will likely be too early for us to gather 
as a community.  So… we are planning a  
VIRTUAL fundraiser for early May.  As  
always, there are sponsorship opportunities 
AND we would love to have you as a virtual 
Table Captain! 
 
 

 

 

LEGAL ADVICE CLINICS:  TCVLS’s primary  
mission is to support legal professionals as 
you look for ways to give back to your  
community using your knowledge and skills.   
We are beginning to plan for post-COVID  
legal aid services this fall.  Watch for a return 
to in-person clinics that give both volunteer 
attorney and client choices on whether the 
consultation is by phone, video or in-person.  
We will be seeking input from a group of  
volunteers in the next couple of months on 
how this would work best. 
 

PRO BONO REPRESENTATION: TCVLS has  
received two grants to help those impacted 
by COVID. 
 

 

Evictions:  We have contracts with  
private attorneys to represent tenants 
in certain eviction actions.  These  
attorneys will also help with  
negotiations as part of the Eviction  
Resolution Program. 
 

Domestic Violence:  We can also help 
those whose lives have been impacted 
by violence resulting from the stress of 
COVID-19.  We now have a second staff 
to provide  advice and representation 
to those eligible for services.  JOSEPH 
MINTZ is a graduate of University of 
Idaho College of Law (2017).  Until  
October, Joseph was in private practice 
in Clark County where he focused on 
family law, immigration, and the tenant 
side of evictions.  

 

WE STILL NEED YOU!!!   Our list of cases 
needing pro bono representation is 
long.  If each local attorney could take 
one pro bono case a year, we could 
meet the need in this community.  
Mentors are available!  
 

TCVLS VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER 

THIS SPRING  

NEW WAYS OF PROVIDING 

PRO BONO SERVICES 

PLEASE CONSIDER A NEW 

YEAR’S RESOLUTION TO  

PROVIDE PRO BONO  

SERVICES IN 2021 
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“In Re: Jim Randall” 
By John Kesler III 

 

 

Name and year admitted to Bar:  Jim Randall, 2001 

 

 

Areas you practice in:  Business, real estate, debtor-creditor, and miscellaneous civil litigation cases that interest me. 

 

 

I became a lawyer because . . . I like to read, I like to write, I like to talk.  It seemed like a good fit. 

 

 

The hardest part of being a lawyer is . . . I am not particularly fond of hourly billing. 

 

 

I would give this advice to a first-year law student:  Hang tough. Believe it or not, you will be much smarter when 

this is all over.   

 

 

Traits I admire in other attorneys:  A problem-solving mentality; a deep knowledge of the law; strong  

communication skills; knowing how to be an effective advocate without being a jerk. 

 

 

If I were not practicing law, I would be . . . I’m not sure.  Maybe a bad novelist? But probably something more  

practical like commercial real estate.  

 

 

What is the first thing you will do when you retire?  That depends on the season, but it will be really fun and it will 

be outdoors. 

 

 

If you could time travel, would you go to the past or the future?  Why?  To the future.  I would love a chance to 

see how things turn out.   

 

 

What words of wisdom would you pass on to your childhood self?  Enjoy life, but don’t waste time.  It is truly the 

most important commodity. 

 

 

What words of wisdom would you give to a young lawyer new to the profession?  You still have a lot to learn, but 

you have the skills, now apply them! Be thorough, be diligent, be a good listener and you will be fine. 

 

 

Brief synopsis of you, your personal life, your work life, and any special awards or activities:  I am lucky to have 

a great wife, three neat teenage kids, and a couple dogs who all conspire to keep me busy. I am also fortunate to have 

great partners who make the business end of practicing law enjoyable. I love living in the PNW. I take great joy from 

biking, skiing, rafting, kayaking, hiking and running and their sundry variations.  

 

 

Contact information (work phone and email):  (360) 951-4241, jrandall@bgwp.net 
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TCBA Virtual Annual Meeting and Holiday Lunch 

 

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the TCBA Annual Meeting and Holiday Luncheon on December 11th  

was held virtually this year. The 59 members that attended enjoyed a delicious meal from a local restaurant, 

jean pierre’s three16, delivered by the TCBA Board of Directors and Rachael Langen Lundmark from 

TCVLS, while enjoying each others company and attending the meeting. During the meeting, we enjoyed 

watching the pre-recorded video presentations of the WSBA APEX Award winners, TCVLS and Nancy  

Koptur, and the 2020 Daniel Bigelow Award winner, Larry Jefferson. Congratulations to TCVLS, Nancy  

Koptur, and Larry Jefferson for their outstanding work in our legal community. A huge thank you to the TCBA 

members that attended the meeting/luncheon. We hope you all had a great holiday season! 

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO PROVIDED PRO BONO  

LEGAL AID THROUGH TCVLS IN 2020! 

 
Adam Paczkowski   Adison Richards   Alicia Young   Allyson Bazan   Amelia Watson   Amy Perlman    

Angela Carlson-Whitley   Anneliese Harksen   Ben Cushman   Ben Haslam   Bill Morgan  Bill Stewart   Brent Dille    

Brett Ballew   Brian Coyne  Brooke Boutwell    Brooke Frickleton   Bruce Conklin   Caleb Jon Vandenbos   Charlie Gavigan    

Chelsea Raines   Chuck Szurszewski   Clifford Kato  Connor Callahan  Cynthia Gaddis  Cynthia Sanderson   David Sisk   

Donna Cobb   Ed Penoyar   Eleanor Bosman-Clark   Eric Carlson   Forrest Wagner   Gary Morean   Geoff Arnold    

Greg Rhodes  Hannah Campbell Justice   Heidi Raedel Magaro   Holly Scott Laukkonen   Hugh McGavick  Hye Young Park   

Ingrid Zerpa   Jackson Millikan  Jamie Graves-Haslam  Jana Heyd  Jason Jay   Jeffrey Damasiewicz   Jennifer Hernandez   

Jocelyn Brown   John Gray   John Kesler   John Vanek   Jon Quittner   Jonathan Dumais  Jonathan Everett   

Josh Orf-Rodriguez  Joy Moore   Karrie Young   Katie Krieger   Kathryn Eyraud  Kay Brown   Kellie Dightman    

Kendall Freed   Kevin Hochhalter   Killian Dunkeson   Kim Reid   Kimberlee Thornton   Klaudia Ochocka   Judy Luther  

Larry Hoffman   Laura Murphy   Laurel Smith   Leslie Owen   Lisa Erwin   Lynn Urstadt   Manek Mistry   Mark Baum   

Mary Barrett   Mary-Ann Linden   Matt Huot   Melissa Denton   Merrie Gough   Michael Bradley   Michael Young    

Michelle Carr   Mike DeWitt   Mitch Sachs  Pam Nogeira   Pat Rawnsley  Patricia Morgan  Penny Allen   Phoebe Enfield   

Rich Adamson   Roberta Armstrong   Robina Rayamajhi   Ron Baugh-Schlossberg    Ronda Larson Kramer  Russ Mikow   

Ruth Qi   Sans Gilmore Sarah Nagy   Sean Flynn  Shelly Buchanan   Stacia Hollar   Steve Cross   Suzanne Becker    

Suzanne Garner  Tirsa Butler   Todd Rayan   Tom McDowell   Tracie Newbins  Will Penoyar 

   

The Thurston County Bas Association presents...The TCBA January Member CLE  

“Campaign Finance and Public Disclosure: Case Updates and Research Tools"  

presented by 

Walter Smith, Attorney at Smith & Dietrich Law Offices, PLLC  

 

January 14, 2021 at 12:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

 
Mr. Smith will discuss the background and significance of the Washington v. Grocery Manufacturers lawsuit that was 

recently upheld by the Court of Appeals, and a complaint regarding paid newspaper endorsements that is currently  

before the PDC. In addition, we will review campaign finance filing requirements and data available on the PDC website.  
 

To register for the CLE,  

mail your name, WSBA#, email address and $25 to TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA 98507  

or register/pay online at https://thurstoncountybar.com/continuing-legal-education-cle/.  

1 CLE credit has been approved by the WSBA. The CLE is $25.  
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Thurston County Bar Association 

2021 Membership Registration 
      

NAME** __________________________________________ _________                         WSBA#**____________ 
 

FIRM NAME**________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MAILING ADDRESS**__________________________________________________________________________ 
                                                (Address) 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ __________    

      (City)                                                                                                                           (State)                                       (Zip) 
       

OFFICE PHONE**________________________ ____ ________                      YEAR OF ADMISSION*____________ 
                                                                                                                                                             (must be completed to qualify for dues discount) 

EMAIL**________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE MARK 3 AREAS OF PRACTICE:                    SECTIONS AND COMMITTEES 

□  Administrative                                                        Please indicate which section(s) and committee(s) in which you have interest.  

□  Adoption                                                                Our new database has better ability to track these choices and we will be using  

□  ADR/Mediation                                                     these categories to send specific section information to you and to seek   

□  Appellate Practice                                                 volunteer participation in the future.    

□  Bankruptcy     

□  Business/Commercial Trans.                                                                                SECTIONS 

□  Civil Litigation                                                                                                                                      □  Criminal Law Section 

□  Civil Rights                                                                                                                                                   □  Diversity and Inclusion Section 

□  Collections                                                                                                                                                      □  Family Law Section 

□  Construction Law                                                                                                                            □  Real Estate, Land Use, and     

□  Criminal Law                                                                                                                                                  Environmental Law Section      

□  Dependency                                                                                                                                                  □  Young Lawyers Section         

□  Education         

□  Elder/Long Term Care                                                                                                          COMMITTEES 

□  Employment/Labor                                                                                                                       □  Bench/Bar 

□  Environmental                                                                                                                                          □  CLE 

□  Family Law       

□  Government                                                              □  TCBA does NOT have permission to share the information marked 

□  Guardianship                                                                 with an ** (You must mark here if you do NOT want to be listed on the 

□  Health Care                                                                   TCBA website)    

□  Immigration      

□  Insurance                                                                   □  I would be willing to be listed on the TCBA website as being   

□  Intellectual Property                                                     available for Pro Bono representation. 

□  Juvenile     

□  Land Use/Real Estate                                               □  Mentor Program: I wish to be listed on the TCBA website as being 

□  Landlord/Tenant                                                             available to serve as a mentor for new attorneys. 

□  LLLT    

□  Municipal                                                                  □  I would like to be added to (or remain on) TCBA’s email list 

□  Native American                                                          (to receive reminders of upcoming events, committee & section information 

□  Partnerships                                                                    and announcements)  

□  Personal Injury Defense    

□  Personal Injury Plaintiff                                            □  I would like a link from the TCBA website to my own personal website   

□  Professional Malpractice                                              (NO FEE for weblink)  

□  Real Property 

□  Securities                                                                    Website address to link:__________________________________________  

□  Social Security                                                              (address must be provided to receive free link) 

□  Tax                                              

□  Wills/Estates/Probate                                                 PAYMENT INFORMATION   

□  Workers’ Comp                                                          2021 Annual dues (January-December)   $50_______ 

                                                                                          *Young Lawyer Annual dues                   $25____ ___  

                                                                                                                                                                             TOTAL ENCLOSED                               __________ 

      
*The membership fee for lawyers admitted to any state bar association 5years or less or who are 36 years old or younger, whichever is later, is $25. 

**This information may be shared if you mark the box above.  Information may be shared with other attorneys and/or law firms, included on our website at 

www.thurstoncountybar.com or shared with members of the public upon request. 

Return form and payment to: TCBA,  

PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA  98507 

 

If no payment due, you may  

alternatively e-mail form to: 

tcba.info@gmail.com 

 
Office use only: 

Check no.________   Initials:  ________ 

Date paid_________   List:  _________ 

Amount pd________   Website:  _________ 

http://www.thurstoncountybar.com

