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BE A BETTER LAWYER BY HAVING FUN 

(AND DOING GOOD) 

 

Lawyers are interesting, creative people who come from a wide variety of backgrounds.  

Too often television shows and novels portray us as one-dimensional characters instead of 

the vibrant, three-dimensional persons we actually are.  Given our client-centered nature, it 

is easy for us to fall into that popular perception.  We forget we need to take time to get to 

know our peers, and to nurture the professional relationships and social connections we 

have.  The Thurston County Bar Association, the Government Lawyers Bar Association, 

Washington Women Lawyers, and our judiciary are made up of a fascinating group of  

people who have had a variety of jobs before, during and after their legal careers.  For  

example, I have met local lawyers who have been one or more of the following:  police  

officer, firefighter, house painter, tour guide, military veteran, musician, state employee, 

farmer, author, social activist, paralegal, professional fundraiser, chef, mortgage broker, 

barista, landscaper, school teacher, bank teller, etc.  

 

In addition to that rich employment history, our colleagues enjoy pursuing an entire universe 

of hobbies or volunteer activities.  These include interests as diverse as mountain climbing 

or biking; cooking; hunting; animal rescue; scuba diving; boating; running; hiking; skiing; 

backpacking; music; travel; gardening; local history; bird watching; arts and crafts; writing; 

and volunteering time and money to support virtually any cause imaginable.  We, as a 

group, are active and invested in our communities.  We bring a set of perspectives that  

encompass the local area, as well experiences relevant to national and global issues.   

 

In short, we are a group of individuals who have much to offer each other, our profession, 

and our communities.   

 

Our challenge is to take time from our over-scheduled days to talk with one another, to 

share the spectacular and the mundane, and to genuinely listen to our colleagues.  Doing so 

helps build those collegial relationships that enhance our practices, reduce our stress, and 

make the practice of law both interesting and at times, even fun.   

 

Fortunately, our Association, in conjunction with our state and local colleagues, offer a 

wealth of opportunities to mingle, socialize, and support worthy goals or causes.  For  

example, each month the TCBA offers a monthly luncheon and CLE presentation.  We  

typically have 50-80 of our Association’s roughly 350 members in attendance.  We can do 

better.   

 

Many of our Association members were at the Campaign for Equal Justice’s Beer and  

Justice Fundraiser on October18.  There was an opportunity there to socialize, enjoy good 

food and beverages, and to hear inspiring stories that illustrated the importance of the  

programs the Campaign supports.  This event continues to grow, and already outgrew its 

2017 venue.   

 

On October 26th, the TCBA put on a half-day CLE presentation on forming a small  

business.  That event featured local attorneys, a local CPA, and a representative from the 

Secretary of State’s office to provide a wide-ranging coverage of that topic.  

 

On November 8th, the Real Estate and Land Use Section of the TCBA will be holding a  

social at Well 80 for some friendly conversation and to discuss the topics of the day.  

       (continued on page 9) 
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A View From the Bench 
 

By Rebekah Zinn  

Ex Parte Court Commissioner 

 
For the past 12 years, my driving motivation to work in courts is to make the system easier for everyone to 

use.  Courts have three types of users – the judiciary, self-represented parties, and lawyers and their staff.  To 

create positive change, we need to craft solutions that work for all three groups.  But the various needs and desires of these groups can 

differ.  Achieving a good balance requires participation and feedback at every stage of decision-making.  I encourage every one of you 

to participate and to let courts know how to improve. 

 

I work on access to justice issues in several arenas.  I chair the Washington State Pattern Forms Committee.  I am the staff attorney 

responsible for the Thurston County Superior Court local court rules, and chair a newly-formed committee to work on those rules.  I 

also develop court forms and publications for my court in plain language.  In my more public role, I am a judicial officer who strives 

to encourage procedural justice and efficiency. 

 

What matters to you?  You probably have a mix of lofty ideals and everyday practical needs.  Some things that matter to me are  

resolving matters on the merits with as few court appearances as possible, writing in a way that is can be understood easily,  

developing a court system that people are not afraid to participate in, and getting a good parking spot.   

 

Whatever matters to you, please know that you can influence the outcome by getting involved.  Here are some specific ways to  

participate with minimal time and effort. 

 

Statewide Court Forms 

 

Washington Pattern Forms are meant to make lawyers’ lives easier.  They should incorporate all of the needed law and give you tools 

to efficiently seek relief and obtain a decision on the merits.  Many forms are mandated by the Legislature.  They should do what you 

need and do so easily.  The Pattern Forms Committee does its best to weed out inaccuracies and inefficiencies, while also progressing 

toward more user-friendly forms.  Are they perfect?  No. 

 

We are aware that our forms need improvement.  Sometimes, parts are just plain wrong or do not work as intended.  Sometimes an 

essential form has not been created.  We need your expertise and practical experience to hone the forms.   This is why I directed the 

creation of an easy comment tool.  Go to the Washington Courts web site for forms.  In the right-hand column is a tool to “Comment 

on Forms.”  Every comment is read and seriously considered.  It only takes a minute to spur improvements to our forms.  Please help 

us by participating.   

 

Local Court Rules  

 

I wish local court rules could be obliterated.  They are difficult to navigate and a trap for the unwary.  For better or worse, though, 

Washington does not have a unified court system and every Superior Court is unique.  Local court rules are our best tool to tell you 

how to do the things you need to do, like reschedule a trial and file your brief on time.  Local court rules shape court procedures and 

inform the judiciary, court users, and lawyers about how to operate. 

 

Suggesting changes to our local court rules is the most direct way to participate in court policy and procedure.  Twice a year, the court 

formally asks for suggestions.  However, we receive only about 2-5 suggestions a year from lawyers.  Those suggestions are seriously  

             

            (continued on page 10)

ATTENTION MEMBERS 
 

 

If you have not provided the TCBA with an email address you may be missing out on important notifications for CLE’s 

and social events. The Legal Brief is the only thing to be printed and mailed in an effort for the TCBA to work towards 

going green.  Please contact tcba.info@gmail.com if you have any questions. Also, please remember to notify us when 

you change your email address or change addresses.  We want to make sure you do not miss anything.   
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Young Lawyer Spotlight 
By Jen Doehne, YL Chair 

 
 

Ingrid Zerpa, WSBA #51459 

ingrid@dewittlawpllc.com (360) 701-0864  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ingrid moved to Olympia in August of 2015, and she 

quickly fell in love with this town.  She works at 

DeWitt Law, PLLC as a family law attorney. She  

believes that the best outcomes are reached with  

collaboration, though she is not afraid to fight for what 

is right and fair.  Her background in civil legal aid has 

helped her understand the need to provide a voice for 

those in need, and she is looking forward to growing 

her practice in the town that she loves so much! 

On Wednesday nights, Ingrid can be found hosting her 

friends for Sci-Fi Night, where they indulge in Sci-Fi 

classics or shows, such as the Expanse. While  

everyone else is watching football, Ingrid is rooting 

for the Sounders. Go Sounders!  Ingrid is the new 

TCBA Young Lawyer chair. Please join me in  

welcoming Ingrid! 

I became a lawyer because: I wanted to help people navigate this overwhelming judicial system in a kind and assertive  

manner, where my clients could maintain a sense of dignity during a difficult time in their lives.  

The future of the practice of law is: Paperless 

One of the greatest challenges in law today is: Access to justice for underrepresented communities, and access to a lawyer in 

rural communities.  

The hardest part of being a young lawyer is: Going out of your way to network and meet other lawyers in the community. 

Luckily for all of us, attorneys in Thurston County are very welcoming and always willing to help.  

If I were not practicing law: I would be a veterinarian. I love animals!   

This is the best advice I have been given: I heard this phrase once and it really stuck: “Your delivery diminishes your  

message.” We all need good communication skills to succeed in life, and this quote really resonated with me.  

Trait I admire in other attorneys: Civility and persistence. 

I would give this advice to a first-year law student: Choose your study group carefully. Be selective because you could find 

friends for life.  

Someone whose opinion matters to me: My parents. They always have my best interest at heart.  

People living or from the past I would like to invite to a dinner party and why: Do fictional characters count? Admiral 

William Adama from Battlestar Galactica. 

I am most happy when: I am home with my family: my husband and my adorable furry friend, Benji.  

I am most proud of this: As part of my internship with the Legal Foundation of Washington, I worked at the STAR Project, 

where I helped recently released felons reduce their Legal Financial Obligations (LFOs). I created plain language forms, where 

low-income pro se individuals could ask the court to reduce or waive their LFOs upon a showing of manifest hardship. To this 

day, I get emails from the director of the STAR Project stating that those forms continue to help her clients.  

My favorite vacation place: The Columbia River Gorge. I love camping there during the summers and discovering new 

trails.  

Best stress reliever: Taking walks with Benji and discovering new parks and trails in Olympia. 

What keeps me awake at night:  Whether our lack of humanity will be the end of humanity.  

This is the hardest part of my job: Convincing my family law clients to focus on the bigger picture of what really matters. 

This is the best party of my job: Work-life balance and the intellectual challenge of being relatively new to the practice of 

law.  
 

If you would like to be featured in the Young Lawyer Spotlight or know someone you would like your fellow lawyers to get to know, email 
Jennifer at jdoehne@bgwp.net. 

mailto:ingrid@dewittlawpllc.com
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Williams, Wyckoff &  

Ostrander, PLLC 
      

 

We have spent over 30 years protecting    

injured workers in workers’ compensation 

and public pension system disability cases.  

 
 

Williams, Wyckoff & Ostrander, PLLC 

2958 Limited Lane NW 

P.O. Box 316 

Olympia, Washington 98507 

Phone:  360.528.4800 

      Email:  wwo@wwolaw.net 

Website:  wwolaw.net 

 

We provide free consultations to injured 

workers and we welcome your referrals.   

We also will associate on cases.  

 

 

 

 

 

402 Capitol Way S., Suite 4 
Olympia, Washington 98501 

 
P:  360-943-7744 
F:  360-943-5396 

 

carter@carterhick.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practicing in the areas of Personal Injury and Civil 
Rights.  We are happy to accept referrals and/or speak 
with you about your case. 

Melanie K. Hantze, Attorney 
 

Experienced Attorney Melanie K. Hantze  
offers a free consultation on adoption matters 

for all types of family situations.   
 

Please call if you have any questions or  
clients with a need for representation for 

 

ADOPTIONS 
 

PRIVATE 
STEP-PARENT 

ADULT 
INTERSTATE 

GRANDPARENT 
 

Melanie is excited to announce that 
Amanda Mahoney 

Adoption Paralegal, formerly of Holm Law  
is working with her on adoption matters. 

 

1441 West Bay Drive NW, Suite 102B, Olympia, WA 98502 
 

mhantze@gmail.com   ~  (360)-570-9999 
 

mailto:wwo@wwolaw.net
mailto:mhantze@gmail.com
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Swearing-In Ceremony 
 

On September 19, 2018 at 4:00 p.m. at the Thurston County Courthouse,  

the Honorable Judge Carol Murphy presided over swearing in of 14   

new attorneys who passed the bar exam.  

 

Congratulations to all!  
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Dixie Cattell & Associates 

Certified Court Reporters and Videoconferencing 

Serving the I-5 Corridor from Bellingham to Vancouver, WA, Since 1982 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 State-of-the-art, high-definition videoconferencing for remote wittnesses 

Depositions/Arbitrations/Interviews      2102 Carriage Drive SW Building C 

Online Scheduling        Olympia, WA 98512 

Complimentary Conference Rooms      dcattell@comcast.net 

Electronic PDF Transcripts       www.dca-reporters.com 

Experienced Legal Videographers 

Hyperlinked Exhibits 

Online Transcripts Repository 

Let us handle all your court reporting 

needs. We provide prompt,  

high-quality transcripts and friendly 

professional service. 

 

Please call us to schedule your next 

deposition or videoconference.   

 

      360-352-2506 
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News from the Law Library 
 
Legal Podcasts 

Are you one of the 44% of Americans* who has listened to a podcast? If you haven’t gotten hooked yet, there are 
more than 550,000 to choose from, including several legal podcasts. Here are some podcast suggestions to get you 
started listening:  
 
At Liberty – The American Civil Liberties Union’s (ACLU) podcast, At Liberty, is a “new” addition to the legal podcast 
scene, having launched in June 2018. Host Lee Roland, a senior staff attorney with the ACLU’s Speech, Privacy, and 
Technology project, and other commentators, experts, and guests, discuss the “biggest civil rights and civil liberties 
issues of the day.” Recent episodes covered the California prison strike, the Harvard University/affirmative action  
lawsuit, and the upcoming midterm elections.  
 
More Perfect – We can’t recommend this one enough! We’ve highlighted More Perfect before for its in-depth coverage 
of the United States Supreme Court. For its third season, More Perfect (presented by Radiolab) is exploring the  
Constitution, with each episode focusing on one or more amendments. Season 3 also features music inspired by the 
27 amendments to the Constitution. Check out Episode 4 to hear an original Dolly Parton song about the 19 th  
Amendment.  
 
Serial – Also in its third season, Serial has been getting a lot of buzz for its in-depth coverage of Cleveland, Ohio’s 
court system and for its discussion of issues of class and race.  
 
Life of the Law – With over 100 episodes, Life of the Law is a great podcast to “binge.” It’s one of a long line-up of 
podcasts from media company, Slate, and tells documentary-style stories about the law and how it plays a role in  
individuals’ lives, covering themes from civil rights and immigration, to bioethics and technology.  
 
The Gen Why Lawyer – Recognized by the American Bar Association as a top “blawg” (law blog), The Gen Why  
Lawyer focuses on young, and unconventional lawyers. Guest from all areas of the legal profession tell their stories 
and offer advice to listeners. Recent episodes cover growing and managing a modern law firm, marketing, and  
networking.  
 
* Statistics from Edison Research, April 2018 
New on the Washington State Law Library Blog 

Haven’t visited the Washington State Law Library’s blog in a while? We have a lot of new content for you! Visit 
www.medium.com/walawlibrary to read stories on finding legal briefs, legal databases, and sports law, as well as a 
book review on Evicted by Matthew Desmond.  
 
If you love our post on sports law, you may also be interested in a recent story by the Law Library of Congress on 
women, baseball, and the law. 
 
CRS Goes Online 

Carla Hayden, Librarian of Congress, announced in September that Congressional Research Service (CRS) are now 
available to the public online. CRS cover a number of topics from a legislative perspective – agriculture, banking,  
education, veteran’s affairs, etc. – and can be found here: https://crsreports.congress.gov/  
 
Upcoming Holiday Closures 
WSLL will be closed on Monday, November 12 (Veteran’s Day observed); Thursday, November 22 (Thanksgiving); 
Friday, November 23 (Native American Heritage Day); Tuesday, December 25 (Christmas); and Tuesday, January 1 
(New Year’s Day).  
 

Contributed by Washington State Law Library reference staff.  

 

Coming soon… 

TCBA Facebook page and TCBA on Twitter 
 

Watch for more information and a “friend” request from TCBA soon 

https://www.aclu.org/podcast/podcast-at-liberty
https://www.wnycstudios.org/shows/radiolabmoreperfect
https://serialpodcast.org/
http://www.lifeofthelaw.org/
http://www.genylawyer.com/
http://www.medium.com/walawlibrary
https://medium.com/walawlibrary/finding-legal-briefs-d3e9c8067b17
https://medium.com/walawlibrary/database-tips-and-tricks-1bbe6ed1af72
https://medium.com/walawlibrary/put-me-in-coach-im-ready-to-testify-74c0e70117d7
https://medium.com/walawlibrary/the-relationship-of-eviction-a-book-review-ddfad69b4867
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2018/09/women-baseball-and-the-law/
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ADVERTISING IN THE LEGAL BRIEF 

 
If you would like to advertise in the LEGAL BRIEF, please contact  Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com  

 

 The cost for advertising is $240 for a full page, $120 for 1/2 page, $55 for 1/4 page and $27.50 for 1/8 page.  

 All advertisements are subject to approval of the Legal Brief’s Editorial Board. 

 The LEGAL BRIEF is published bi-monthly (January, March, May, September and November). 

 Visit thurstoncountybar.com for more information on specs and to view past editions of the Legal Brief  

(continued from page 1) 

President’s Message By: Mark Wheeler 

 

On December 4th, our Association is trying something new and offering a stand-alone one hour ethics CLE at the Hotel RL.  Lunch 

will be included in the tuition.  This should help those who need that remaining ethics credit before the end of the year.   

 

Our annual Holiday Luncheon is coming up on December 14th, and the highlight will once again be supporting needy families through 

the Salvation Army’s Adopt-A-Family program. 

 

Looking forward to 2019, we will once again be organizing a trip to Cheney Stadium for a Rainiers game.  We are working with the 

Rainiers to schedule our event for a Saturday game during the summer.  We are also working to negotiate a lower ticket price for  

children to enhance the ability of our members to bring their entire family along for the fun.   

 

As you review this list of current or upcoming activities, there is no shortage of opportunities to meet new friends, learn something of 

value in your practice, support a worthy cause, and to just relax and enjoy the moment.  You just might find yourself having fun…. 



 

 

Family Law Section 
 

The Family Law Section meets at  
12:10 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 

the Family and Juvenile Justice Center.  
 

Mike DeWitt is the Chair of this section. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Mike at  
(360) 701-0864 or  

mike@dewittlawpllc.com 

Section/Committee Announcements... 

Young Lawyer Section 
 

The Young Lawyer Section holds regular Monthly 
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month.   

 
Ingrid Zerpa is the Chair of this section. 

Her email address is ingrid@dewittlawpllc.com 
 
 

Please visit the YL webpage at 
http://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/young-lawyer-section/  
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(continued from page 2) 

View from the Bench: By Commissioner Rebekah Zinn 

 
discussed and considered, and most are ultimately implemented.  The court really wants to know how we can better serve you, so we 

need to hear your opinions. Maybe it is intimidating to “complain” about the court.  Maybe you do not want your name associated 

with a suggestion.  This is a major reason why I created the Local Court Rules Committee, with representatives from the Thurston 

County Bar Association, legal agencies, and legal aid.  Your representative is Laura Murphy, and she can take your suggestion for 

the Committee at any time.  You can even remain anonymous.  You can also email me directly at rebekah.zinn@co.thurston.wa.us 

about Local Court Rules and procedural improvements (but not about active cases). 

 

A Good Parking Spot 

 

Getting a good parking spot, ok, any parking spot is important too.  Getting into the courthouse easily and quickly is important.  It is 

also important to have a safe courthouse, one with adequate courtrooms and office space and heat and bathrooms and electricity.  We 

need a courthouse and civic center that is accessible, is convenient, and can grow with our population. 

 

Our County Commissioners are making important decisions about the future of our county complex.  They are asking for public 

feedback.  I encourage you to participate and have your voice heard. 

 

That Commissioner Is Sooo . . .  

 

Speaking of feedback, I want it too.  Working in the judiciary can be isolating.  Lawyers have every reason not to give me  

suggestions for professional improvement.  That makes it difficult to know how to grow professionally in a positive manner that  

impacts the people I serve.  And that is the very reason the TCBA puts out an annual judicial evaluation survey.  This is your chance 

to anonymously tell me how to improve.  It is not as helpful when only a handful of people respond, which is typically the case.  

Please respond to the survey.   

 

It is especially useful to me to see the narrative responses.  One bit of narrative feedback was about how I was “sooo slow” (style 

points for the dramatic Os).  I have consciously been responding to improve my efficiency in the courtroom.  And, while we cannot 

talk outside of court about cases, I am happy to talk about how to improve courtroom management and other general issues that  

affect you and your clients.   The November 29 Bench-Bar meeting is the perfect place to raise and discuss these types of issues. 

The court is here to serve you and everyone in Thurston County.  I hope that you will take your expertise and practical experience 

and put your suggestions into the hands of those empowered to make change.  Participating does not require a big time commitment.  

You can simply email a suggestion, go to a meeting and speak, or fill out a survey.  If you want to dive deeper into an issue, there are 

countless opportunities to serve on committees and work groups.  If not, I hope you will participate in these little ways that can make 

a big difference. 

http://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/young-lawyer-section/
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TCBA & Other Upcoming Events 
 
TCBA Member Luncheon and CLE in November:   The next TCBA Member Luncheon and CLE is on Friday, November 16, 2018 at  

11:30 a.m. at Hotel RL. The topic is: “Washington’s New Third-Party Visitation Law” presented by David Ward, Legal and Legislative  

Counsel for Legal Voice.  

 

TCBA Member Luncheon and ETHICS CLE in December: The December Member Luncheon and ETHICS CLE will be on Tuesday, 

December 4, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. at Hotel RL. The topic is: “Lawyers in Non-Lawyer Roles: When Can a Lawyer Not be a Lawyer?” presented 

by Professor Hugh Spitzer, University of Washington School of Law.  

 

Bench/Bar Meeting: November 29, 2018 at the Thurston County Superior Court at 12:00 p.m.  The TCBA will be providing lunch. Please 

email any agenda items to Heather at tcba.infor@gmail.com by November 26, 2018. 

 

TCBA Holiday Lunch:  The Annual Holiday Lunch will be on December 14, 2018 at the Olympia Country & Golf Club. See page 14 for 

more information.  

 

January 2019 Issue of the Legal Brief: The deadline to submit articles and advertisements for the January 2019 Legal Brief is  

December 21, 2018.  Please email them to Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com. 

 

Save the Date: The Annual TCBA Meeting & Dinner will be on Thursday, May 9, 2019 at Indian Summer Golf & Country Club.  

 
 

 

Please refer to the “News & Events” section of our website for a full list of upcoming events:   

www.thurstoncountybar.com 
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Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TCVLS is a small 501 (c) 3 organization that must raise 
half of our revenue locally.  Here are some little and 
big ways to support us: 
 

 Designate TCVLS as your charitable organization 
of choice when using Amazon.  Use the site 
smile.amazon.com instead of the regular one and 
we get a donation every time you buy something! 

 Designate TCVLS as your charitable organization 
with any Ralph’s Thriftway or Bayview AND with 
Fred Meyer (Kroger). 

 Make an end of year donation to us. 
 Save the date for our next fundraising Breakfast 

which is scheduled for Tuesday, May 7th at the 
Hotel RL. 

 Our federal ID number:  91-1682766. 

 
 
 
 
 

WE ARE MOVING! 
 

The Family Support Center is moving and TCVLS is, 
too!  We hope to be in our new administrative office 
by December 1.  The legal clinics held on Tuesdays 
and Wednesdays in Olympia will change to the new 
building, too.  STAY TUNED FOR MORE INFOR-
MATION! 
 

The new address is 3525 – 7th Avenue S.W in Olympia 
(near Capital Medical Center). 
 
Our mailing address will remain the same (P.O. Box 
405, Olympia, WA  98507). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Last month’s Young Attorney Spotlight was on  
Bonnie Aslagson.  Bonnie is TCVLS’s first ever  
attorney.   You might ask, “Why would a  
VOLUNTEER legal services organization have a paid 
attorney?”   The simple answer is to better work and 
communicate with attorneys in our community. 
 
The attorney position was funded with a special 
grant from Legal Foundation of Washington.  The 
expectation of these extra funds is that we use them 
to increase the amount of pro bono legal work done 
through direct representation.  Bonnie’s primary job 
is to reach out to you and ask that you take on pro 
bono cases for cases meeting certain criteria. 
 
These criteria are based on client need not on type 
or complexity of case.  The cases that get referred 
will be for clients who simply cannot self-represent.  
For example, many clients will be victims of  
domestic violence who do not want to have to deal 
directly with their abuser. 
 
If you haven’t met Bonnie yet, you will soon! 
Thank you in advance for being receptive to pro  
bono representation. 
 
 

TCVLS has an Equal Justice  
Staff Attorney 
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“In Re:  Lauren A. Pitman” 

 
Name and year admitted to Bar: Lauren A. Pitman, 2005 

 

Areas you practice in: Trust and Estate Planning, Medicaid Planning, Elder Law and Trust and Estate Administration 

 

I became a lawyer because…. I went to college at Cornell University in New York and studied policy.  While there, I had the 

opportunity to intern for the New York State Assembly for a semester.  I worked for a member doing research, drafting letters, 

policies, and statements, and meeting with lobbyists and constituents.  I really loved that environment and decided I wanted to 

become a lobbyist and work on behalf of issues pertaining to seniors.  I decided to go to law school as the first step toward this 

goal.   

 

The hardest part of being a lawyer is… finding balance. We are in a profession in which we take on the problems of others 

to help them find solutions.  Even in my practice, which is not conflict oriented, it can be difficult to remember to separate 

myself from the experiences and needs of my clients.  I believe the most successful attorneys are those who come to their  

clients from a place of compassion with a desire to find creative and constructive strategies to meet their goals, while still  

prioritizing the time we all need as professionals to recharge.   

 

I would give this advice to a first-year law student: I had the great privilege of connecting to amazing mentors early in my 

legal studies.  Those individuals were teachers and encouragers during school who later became colleagues and friends after I 

graduated.  I still rely on their wisdom, support, and perspective both within my law practice and outside of it.  I would  

recommend first year students find faculty or alumni whose lives and practices look like what they would like to see for  

themselves in the future.  I would encourage students to make connections with those individuals, and to watch and learn from 

them.  I would also recommend spending time in law school learning not just how to think like an attorney, but for those  

interested in private practice, learning how to run a business and be an employer.  These are incredibly important skills that 

will help students be successful in the field.    

 

Traits I admire in other attorneys: I greatly admire those attorneys who litigate and resolve conflicts in an efficient and fair 

way. Often, they are articulate, quick thinking, well prepared, and resolution oriented.  I have many colleagues in law who 

embody these admirable skills.   

 

What is the first thing you will do when you retire?  Retire?  Hmmm…I can’t imagine not practicing law.  I hope the first 

thing I do will be something just as rewarding, like traveling, but more likely it will be a meeting with my financial advisor! 

 

What words of wisdom would you pass on to your childhood self?  I would encourage my childhood self to have a stronger 

and more confident voice.  I would tell her that someday, people will hire her to provide her advice, perspective, and ideas 

about matters important to them.  I see many young women who struggle from a lack of confidence when sharing their  

insights and opinions.  I believe women in my position have a responsibility to encourage young people to showcase and  

honor their unique visions and strengths.   

 

What words of wisdom would you give to a young lawyer new to the profession? I would share the same advice I received 

from one of my mentors, which was to remember to invest in and make connections with other professionals who are also new 

or early in their careers. Often, established professionals have already developed their trusted referral networks while new  

professionals are still looking to connect with other professionals who can serve and support their clients.  I think this advice is 

as smart today as it was 15 years ago when it was given to me.   

 

I also would also remind a young lawyer that it is okay to say no to a new client.  If a prospective client is adversarial or  

hostile in the first meeting, the relationship may not be a good fit.  It may be scary for a new lawyer to refuse a client when 

they are unsure if another one will walk in the door, but it is important to have a vision for your practice, which includes 

knowing how and when to set boundaries. 

 

Brief synopsis of you, your personal life, your work life, and any special awards or activities.  I have deep roots in this 

area.  My husband is an elementary principal in Lacey and I have two children, ages five and nine.  In addition to my legal 

work, I have had the pleasure of serving on the Hands on Children’s Museum board for the last six years.  As I conclude my 

final term as Past President this year, I recognize what a gift this experience has been to me, and I look forward to supporting 

more charities in my community in the future. 

 

Contact information: Lauren A. Pitman, Bauer Pitman Snyder Huff Lifetime Legal, PLLC 

1235 4th Ave E. Ste 200, Olympia, WA 98506 

360-754-1976   Website: http://www.lifetime.legal/ 

http://www.lifetime.legal/
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Thurston County Bar Association 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Please Note: Pre-payment by check or 

online is required by  
Monday, December 10th 

 

Please register and pre-pay on the TCBA website, 
www.thurstoncountybar.com  

or send your check to  
TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA 98507 

 
Once your check or online payment is received you  

will be placed on the RSVP list.  
Cash or checks payable to TCBA at the door 

 

 

 

Holiday Luncheon 

Friday, December 14, 2018 

12:00 p.m. 
Registration and social hour to begin at 11:30 a.m. at 

The Olympia Country & Golf Club 

 

3636 Country Club Drive, Olympia, WA  98502 

BUFFET TO INCLUDE: 

 

Chicken Florentine in a classic beurre blanc  
with baby spinach 

Creamy Mashed Potatoes & Seasonal Vegetable 

Medley 
Seasonal Green Salad with house vinaigrette 

Warm Potato rolls with whipped butter 

Chocolate Mousse with fresh raspberry sauce 
 

*Meals include coffee/tea and water, tax and gratuity. 
 

Cost is $31 per person paid in advance or  
$36 at the door 

ADOPT-A-FAMILY 
 

The Thurston County Bar Association will host the Annual  
Salvation Army Adopt-A-Family drive. 

If you would like to participate in the Adopt-a-Family program, 
but are unable to attend the luncheon,  

please send your donations to: 

TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA  98507 

Donations should be made payable to TCBA  

We will need to receive your check by  

Monday, December 10, 2018 

Please indicate Adopt-a-Family on the check.  



 

 

THE LEGAL BRIEF  Page 15  
 VOLUME 36 I SSUE 5

 

 

Dear TCBA Members:  

 

With the holiday season fast approaching, it is time, once again, to ask for your  

assistance with the Thurston County Bar Association’s participation in the Salvation 

Army’s Adopt-A-Family Program. As most of you know, the  Adopt-A-Family Program 

matches impoverished families with individuals or group sponsors who will provide them 

with gifts and other necessities listed on the families' “wish list.” The “wish list” includes 

requests for toys, clothing, sport and electronic equipment and other household  

essentials like blankets, towels and sheets. Sponsors are asked to provide three or more 

wrapped gifts (plus stocking stuffers) to each family member on either Monday, December 17, 2018, 9:00 a.m. to 

4:30 p.m. or Tuesday, December 18, 2018, 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The wrapped gifts should be delivered to the  

Salvation Army building at 1505 4th Avenue East in downtown Olympia. The assignment of families is scheduled 

to start by November 12, 2018 and we hope to get the families to our sponsors before Thanksgiving.  

 

For the 2017 Holiday Season the TCBA sponsored 30 families (109 individuals) and 

helped them have a happy holiday season. We are hoping to help and support even 

more families this year. To sponsor a family please email TCBA Administrative Assistant 

Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com with your information and request for a 

family. The families are categorized as Small (one to three persons), Medium (four to five 

persons), and Large (six or more persons). Please let Heather know as soon as possible 

(and no later than Monday, December 12, 2018) if you are willing to participate in this 

most rewarding event.  

 

The TCBA will not have some individual family members available for adoption at the 2018 Holiday Luncheon on 

December 14, 2018. We are encouraging firms to sponsor an entire family this year. This allows the TCBA to not 

only sponsor more families, but also allows the membership to have more time for socialization during the  

luncheon. We are hopeful that those members that cannot attend the luncheon or those who would like to make 

an early commitment to adopt a family will let us know as soon as possible so the TCBA can continue to make a 

difference in our community during this holiday season.  

 

I thank you on behalf of the Thurston County Bar Association Board of Directors.  

 

Leonard K. Lucenko, Jr.  

Committee Chair 
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Thurston County  

United Way Day of Caring 
 

 
TCBA members volunteered at the Thurston County United Way Day of Caring volunteer event 
that took place on September 28, 2018 at Pear Blossom place.  Pear Blossom Place has six  
apartments that rent as affordable housing and also provides overnight shelter from November to 
the spring.  Their primary service population is homeless families many of whom are victims of  
domestic violence.   
 
The TCBA paired with Puget Sound Energy in the following projects: 
 Sand and stain playground equipment 
 Lay chip mulch on playground 
 Sweep parking lot and clean trash 
 Trim trees 
 Deep clean interior windows in foyer, walls, doors, tables, and oven in main room  
 Clean laundry room  
 

 THANK YOU to the following TCBA Members who 
volunteered at this event: 

 
Jon Tunheim 
Allen Miller 

Andrea Adler  
Terry Church 

Bryan Johnson  
Leslie Parsons 

Katherine Davis Delaney 
Sarah Beth Hernandez Huot 

Jackson Maynard 


