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About the Speakers

Chief Justice Gerry Alexander – Justice Alexander earned his Juris Doctor from the University
of Washington in 1964 after having served as a lieutenant in the United States Army Infantry.
Justice Alexander practiced law for nine years in private practice in Olympia until he was
appointed to the Superior Court for Thurston and Mason Counties. In 1985, Justice Alexander
became a judge on the Court of Appeals, Division Two, where he served until his election to the
Washington Supreme Court in 1994. Before his retirement from the Court in 2011, Justice
Alexander served as Chief Justice for nine years, the longest tenure of any Chief Justice in
Washington history. Justice Alexander currently practices law as Of Counsel to Bean Gentry
Wheeler & Peternell PLLC, and is active in the community, including serving on the board of
TVW and co-founding the Washington Courts Historical Society.

Judge Carol Fuller – Judge Fuller earned her Juris Doctor from the University of Washington
in 1954. After living in France and Germany, where her husband worked for the U.S.
Department of Defense, and then returning to Olympia, Judge Fuller began her legal practice in
1969 with Legal Services in Tacoma. Two years later, Judge Fuller joined her husband, Herb
Fuller, in private practice to found Fuller & Fuller, an Olympia law firm that continues to serve
clients to this day. In 1979, Judge Fuller became a Superior Court Judge for Thurston and
Mason Counties, the first woman elected to such a position outside of King County. After
serving with distinction on the bench and retiring as a judge in 1993, Judge Fuller returned to
private practice at the firm she helped found. Judge Fuller is now retired from the practice of
law.

Program Planning Committee

Justice Charles Wiggins
Sylvia Campbell, Judicial Assistant to Justice Charles Wiggins
Christopher Lanese, Board Member of Thurston County Bar Association and Government
Lawyers Bar Association
Alicia Young, Board President of Washington Women Lawyers – Capitol Chapter



Information Regarding Former Thurston County Superior Court Judges
Courtesy of Thurston County Superior Court Judge Gary Tabor

Hon. Mason Irwin
1889-1891

Judge Irwin lived in Lewis County, but
Thurston County was removed from the

Thurston, Mason, Chehalis, Lewis Judicial
District in 1891

Continued serving in Lewis, Pacific,
Wahkiakum Judicial District until 1892

Hon. Joseph V. Robinson
1891-1892

Appointed by Governor Elisha Perry in March
1891

Resigned before standing for election

Hon. M.J. Gordon
1892-1895

Appointed at age 34 and ran successfully in
1892

Elected to Supreme Court in 1894, where he
served until June 1,1900

Hon. Thomas M. Reed, Jr.
1895-1897

Appointed in 1895 to fill position vacated by
Judge Gordon

Did not run for election in 1896



Hon. Charles N. Ayer
1897-1898

Former Mayor of Olympia and Thurston
County Prosecutor

Elected in 1896 at age 34
Died two years after elected

Hon. Byron Millett
1898-1898

Appointed March 17, 1898
Served only until next election

Sixth judge within first 9 years of statehood

Hon. Oliver V. Linn
1898-1908

Served until his death
Ran unsuccessfully for Washington Supreme

Court in 1908
Legislature created the Thurston-Mason

Judicial District in 1903

Hon. John R. Mitchell
1908-1918

Elected in Fall 1908 to seat vacated by Judge
Linn

Appointed to Washington Supreme Court to
succeed Overton G. Ellis in 1918, where he

served until 1937



Hon. Charles Ethelbert Claypool
1913-1915

Appointed when second judicial position
created for Thurston-Mason Judicial District
Resigned as Olympia City Attorney to take

appointment
Did not get nominated for ballot in 1914

primary

Hon. D.F. Wright
1915-1948

Elected at age 35 in close election in 1914
against Charles D. King. The winner was not
announced for several days. King was from
Olympia and Wright was from Shelton. The

Mason County vote was decisive, and
continued to be so in future elections.

Hon. John Wilson
1918-1950

A Republican appointed by a Democrat
(Governor Ernest Lister)

The long, concurrent terms of Judges Wright
and Wilson had a profound effect on legal

issues locally and statewide

Hon. Charles T. Wright
1948-1971

Appointed to succeed his father, D.F. Wright
Elected to Washington Supreme Court in 1970,

where he served until 1980



Hon. Raymond Clifford
1950-1964

Appointed to succeed Judge Wilson in 1950
Died suddenly in 1964 at age 75 just three

months before he planned to retire

Hon. Hewitt A. Henry
1964-1984

Appointed by Governor Albert Rosselini to
succeed Judge Clifford

Hon. Frank E. Baker
1968-1984

Appointed by Governor Dan Evans to fill
newly created third judicial position for

Thurston-Mason Judicial District
Judge Baker’s father was a court reporter for
Department 1 for 51 years; his brother was a
court reporter for Department 2 for 18 years

Hon. Robert J. Doran
1971-1993

Appointed by Governor Dan Evans to succeed
Judge Wright; selected out of nine applicants

First Assistant Attorney General appointed to a
Superior Court in Washington State



Hon. Gerry L. Alexander
1973-1985

Appointed by Governor Dan Evans to newly
created fourth judicial position for Thurston-

Mason Judicial District
One of six judicial positions created across

state in 1973
See biography at beginning of this document

for more information

Hon. Carol A. Fuller
1979-1993

Appointed by Governor Dixy Lee Ray to
newly created fifth judicial position in

Thurston-Mason Judicial District
First woman to serve as judge in Thurston-

Mason Judicial District
See biography at beginning of this document

for more information

Hon. Daniel J. Berschauer
1984-2004

Elected to succeed Judge Henry in 1984
Former King County Deputy Prosecuting

Attorney
Served as Thurston County District Court
Commissioner and Judge from 1976-1984

Hon. Paula Casey
1984-2012

Elected to succeed Judge Baker
Previously served as Thurston County Superior

Court Commissioner
In 1984 election, three of the five judicial

positions were open seats



Hon. Richard Strophy
1985-2009

Elected to succeed Judge Alexander
Former Thurston County Deputy Prosecuting

Attorney
Served as Thurston County District Court

Judge from 1982-1984

Hon. Thomas McPhee
1990-2012

Appointed to newly created sixth judicial
position

Long-time local attorney

Hon. Richard D. Hicks
1993-2010

Elected to succeed Judge Doran
Previously served as Thurston County Superior

Court Commissioner
The Thurston-Mason Judicial District

separated into separate Superior Courts in 1997

Hon. Christine A. Pomeroy
1993-2012

Elected to succeed Judge Fuller
Previously served as Thurston County Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney and Olympia Municipal

Court Judge



Hon. Lisa L. Sutton
2010-2014

Appointed by Governor Christine Gregoire to
succeed Judge Hicks

Long-time Assistant Attorney General
Elected to Court of Appeals, Division Two in

2014 without opposition; appointed by
Governor Jay Inslee to begin term in October

2014

Current Thurston County Superior Court Judges
Hon. Gary R. Tabor (Elected 1996)
Hon. H. Christopher Wickham (Elected 2004)
Hon. Anne Hirsch (Elected 2006)
Hon. Carol Murphy (Elected 2008)
Hon. James Dixon (Appointed 2012)
Hon. Christine Schaller (Elected 2012)
Hon. Erik D. Price (Elected 2012)
Hon. Mary Sue Wilson (Appointed 2014)



Admission Certificate & Photo of Olympia Attorney Harry L. Parr (Early 1900s)
Courtesy of John Parr, member of family continuously practicing law in Thurston County for

over 100 years



Article from The Olympia News Discussing History Of Thurston County Courthouses
Courtesy of Mike Lynch, member of family continuously practicing law in Thurston County for

over 100 years


