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Temple of Justice

Speakers. Retired Chief Justice Gerry Alexander and Retired Superior Court Judge Carol Fuller

Moderated by Christopher Lanese, Board Member of Thurston County Bar Association and
Government Lawyers Bar Association

Co-sponsored by The Washington State Supreme Court, Government Lawyers Bar Association,
Thurston County Bar Association, and Washington Women Lawyers — Capitol Chapter



About the Speakers

Chief Justice Gerry Alexander — Justice Alexander earned his Juris Doctor from the University
of Washington in 1964 after having served as alieutenant in the United States Army Infantry.
Justice Alexander practiced law for nine yearsin private practice in Olympia until he was
appointed to the Superior Court for Thurston and Mason Counties. 1n 1985, Justice Alexander
became a judge on the Court of Appeals, Division Two, where he served until his election to the
Washington Supreme Court in 1994. Before his retirement from the Court in 2011, Justice
Alexander served as Chief Justice for nine years, the longest tenure of any Chief Justicein
Washington history. Justice Alexander currently practices law as Of Counsel to Bean Gentry
Wheeler & Peternell PLLC, and is active in the community, including serving on the board of
TVW and co-founding the Washington Courts Historical Society.

Judge Carol Fuller —Judge Fuller earned her Juris Doctor from the University of Washington
in 1954. After living in France and Germany, where her husband worked for the U.S.
Department of Defense, and then returning to Olympia, Judge Fuller began her lega practicein
1969 with Legal Servicesin Tacoma. Two years later, Judge Fuller joined her husband, Herb
Fuller, in private practice to found Fuller & Fuller, an Olympialaw firm that continues to serve
clientsto thisday. In 1979, Judge Fuller became a Superior Court Judge for Thurston and
Mason Counties, the first woman elected to such a position outside of King County. After
serving with distinction on the bench and retiring as ajudge in 1993, Judge Fuller returned to
private practice at the firm she helped found. Judge Fuller is now retired from the practice of
law.

Program Planning Committee

Justice Charles Wiggins

Sylvia Campbell, Judicial Assistant to Justice Charles Wiggins

Christopher Lanese, Board Member of Thurston County Bar Association and Government
Lawyers Bar Association

AliciaYoung, Board President of Washington WWomen Lawyers — Capitol Chapter



I nfor mation Regar ding For mer Thurston County Superior Court Judges

Courtesy of Thurston County Superior Court Judge Gary Tabor

Hon. Mason Irwin
1889-1891
Judge Irwin lived in Lewis County, but
Thurston County was removed from the
Thurston, Mason, Chehalis, Lewis Judicial
District in 1891
Continued serving in Lewis, Pacific,
Wahkiakum Judicial District until 1892

Hon. Joseph V. Robinson
1891-1892
Appointed by Governor Elisha Perry in March
1891
Resigned before standing for election

Hon. M .J. Gordon

1892-1895
Appointed at age 34 and ran successfully in
1892
Elected to Supreme Court in 1894, where he
served until June 1,1900

Hon. Thomas M. Reed, Jr.
1895-1897
Appointed in 1895 to fill position vacated by
Judge Gordon
Did not run for eection in 1896




Hon. Charles N. Ayer
1897-1898
Former Mayor of Olympiaand Thurston
County Prosecutor
Elected in 1896 at age 34
Died two years after elected
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Hon. Byron Millett
1898-1898
Appointed March 17, 1898
Served only until next election
Sixth judge within first 9 years of statehood

Hon. Oliver V. Linn
1898-1908
Served until his death
Ran unsuccessfully for Washington Supreme
Court in 1908
Legislature created the Thurston-Mason
Judicial District in 1903

Hon. John R. Mitchell
1908-1918
Elected in Fall 1908 to seat vacated by Judge
Linn
Appointed to Washington Supreme Court to
succeed Overton G. Ellisin 1918, where he

served until 1937
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Hon. Charles Ethelbert Claypool
1913-1915
Appointed when second judicia position
created for Thurston-Mason Judicial District
Resigned as Olympia City Attorney to take
appointment
Did not get nominated for ballot in 1914

Hon. D.F. Wright
1915-1948
Elected at age 35 in close election in 1914

against Charles D. King. The winner was not
announced for severa days. Kingwasfrom
Olympia and Wright was from Shelton. The

Mason County vote was decisive, and

continued to be so in future elections.

primary

Hon. John Wilson
1918-1950
A Republican appointed by a Democrat
(Governor Ernest Lister)
The long, concurrent terms of Judges Wright
and Wilson had a profound effect on legal
issues locally and statewide

Hon. Charles T. Wright
1948-1971
Appointed to succeed his father, D.F. Wright
Elected to Washington Supreme Court in 1970,
where he served until 1980




Hon. Raymond Clifford
1950-1964
Appointed to succeed Judge Wilson in 1950
Died suddenly in 1964 at age 75 just three
months before he planned to retire

Hon. Hewitt A. Henry
1964-1984
Appointed by Governor Albert Rosselini to
succeed Judge Clifford

Hon. Frank E. Baker

1968-1984
Appointed by Governor Dan Evansto fill
newly created third judicial position for
Thurston-Mason Judicial District
Judge Baker’ s father was a court reporter for
Department 1 for 51 years; his brother was a
court reporter for Department 2 for 18 years

Hon. Robert J. Doran

1971-1993
Appointed by Governor Dan Evans to succeed
Judge Wright; selected out of nine applicants
First Assistant Attorney General appointed to a
Superior Court in Washington State




Hon. Gerry L. Alexander
1973-1985
Appointed by Governor Dan Evans to newly
created fourth judicial position for Thurston-
Mason Judicia District
One of six judicial positions created across
statein 1973
See biography at beginning of this document
for more information

Hon. Carol A. Fuller
1979-1993
Appointed by Governor Dixy Lee Ray to
newly created fifth judicial positionin
Thurston-Mason Judicial District
First woman to serve as judge in Thurston-
Mason Judicial District
See biography at beginning of this document
for more information

Hon. Daniel J. Berschauer
1984-2004
Elected to succeed Judge Henry in 1984
Former King County Deputy Prosecuting
Attorney
Served as Thurston County District Court
Commissioner and Judge from 1976-1984

Hon. Paula Casey
1984-2012
Elected to succeed Judge Baker
Previously served as Thurston County Superior
Court Commissioner
In 1984 election, three of the fivejudicia
positions were open seats




Hon. Richard Strophy
1985-2009
Elected to succeed Judge Alexander
Former Thurston County Deputy Prosecuting
Attorney
Served as Thurston County District Court
Judge from 1982-1984

Hon. Thomas McPhee
1990-2012
Appointed to newly created sixth judicial
position
Long-time local attorney

Hon. Richard D. Hicks

1993-2010
Elected to succeed Judge Doran
Previously served as Thurston County Superior
Court Commissioner
The Thurston-Mason Judicial District
separated into separate Superior Courtsin 1997
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Hon. Christine A. Pomeroy
1993-2012
Elected to succeed Judge Fuller
Previously served as Thurston County Deputy
Prosecuting Attorney and Olympia Municipal
Court Judge




Hon. Lisa L. Sutton
2010-2014
Appointed by Governor Christine Gregoireto
succeed Judge Hicks
Long-time Assistant Attorney General
Elected to Court of Appeals, Division Twoin
2014 without opposition; appointed by
Governor Jay Inslee to begin term in October
2014

Current Thurston County Superior Court Judges
Hon. Gary R. Tabor (Elected 1996)

Hon. H. Christopher Wickham (Elected 2004)

Hon. Anne Hirsch (Elected 2006)

Hon. Carol Murphy (Elected 2008)

Hon. James Dixon (Appointed 2012)

Hon. Christine Schaller (Elected 2012)

Hon. Erik D. Price (Elected 2012)

Hon. Mary Sue Wilson (Appointed 2014)




Admission Certificate & Photo of Olympia Attorney Harry L. Parr (Early 1900s)

Courtesy of John Parr, member of family continuously practicing law in Thurston County for
over 100 years




Articlefrom The Olympia News Discussing History Of Thurston County Courthouses

Courtesy of Mike Lynch, member of family continuously practicing law in Thurston County for
over 100 years

Golden Jubilee Edition

Tae Ouymris News

1889 - 1939

THURSTON COUNTY —One of First Organized in Washington

Although Thuraton ecoumty was
ot e first municipality created
in the nornthern Onegon country,
befone it became the Washing-
ton Territory, nevertheless it was
the finst county to be established
on Puget Sound, boing taken from
Lewis ocounty, the fivat known
county in the arca, But lo Thurs-
ton eounty belongs the historical
distinotion of Wedng the first ter-
wiitorial seal of government, with
Olympia selected by the first gov-
l:;:llmd-“. Tsane I, Slevens as the eapi-

Thurston county was formed
in 1852, and at e time the name
of Simmons was favored for ibs
mame, but the inoppontune death
of delegate in gongress Sunuc] R
Thurston, returning from Wash-
imgtom, Ir. C., prompied the lngle-
ature to honor the latter and =o
Gt was mamed Thurston,

In June, 1852, the residents
held thefr first county electlon,
naming A, A. Denny, later prom-
imently ldentified with tha growth
and developmend of Seattle, S, 5.
Fond and David Shelton, the flral
eoulity commissioneras, Mr. Shel-
ton later founided the oty of Shel-
ton. A, J. SBimmons was electoed
wsheriff; A. M. Poe, clerk; D. R,
‘Bigolow, treasurer, and R. 8. Bai-
dey, mwasessor. Mr. Shelton was de-
aignated judge of the county com-
missionera’ count,

Thuraton county has had four
court houses kimce s inception.
The finst was a frame strocture.

The segond was the west wing
of the present old capitol build-
dng, this being ereoctod hy the
oounty, but sold in 1903 Lo the
Btate for use as a capitol. The
third was a substantial two-story
Tenino sandstone building on the
ooimar of Founth amnd Washington
streats, whidh was gold and later
mazed wihen the comonty, fn 1930,
butlt the splendid administrative
building on Capitol Way, between
Twelfth mund Thinteenth sbreots,
facing  the state capitol group,
at a oost of $A60,000.

Thunston county's officialiom
today comprizses the following per-
soTel:

Superior Court Judgos, also
serving Mason county, John M.
Wilson and D, F, Winight,

County  Commissioners, Ray

Cruikshank, socond district, chair-

mamn; Frank N, Palmer, third dis-

triot, and John Maguire, firar dis-
riot,

County Clerk, Ellis C. Ayer.

Aunditor, Bush Baker.

Treasurer, Ruby Swan Young.

Assessor, B, W, Salter,

Prosecuting Attorney and Cor-
aner, 8mith Troy.

Sheriff, L, C. Huntamer,

Superintendent of Schwols, W.
BE. MaGuine.

County Engineer,
Shaim.

Julatiee of Peace, 8, P. Lehman.

Con=table, M. H. Burneit,

Health Officer, S5 P, Lehman,

Counity Agricultural Agent, O,
A. Bvinth,

Fire arden, Ohas. Ioundtres,

Justice of the DPeace, Van R.
Hinlkle,

Commissioners Have Big Job

The direct handling of Thurs-
ton coumwty afafing running into
millions of dollars each year I8
o small matter, and this dg just
what fiaces the county ecommis-
slowers, of which Ray Cruikshank,
Yielm, is the chairman, assisted by
Commissioner: Frank 'Palmer of
Rocheater and John Maguire of
Olympla.

When one considers that these
men must supervise the expendi-
ture of a yast sum as well as

Clarence B.

L. F. Huntamer
Sheriis Ray

Co.

Cruikshank
Commisaioner

Bmith Troy
Prosscuting Attty

looking afier the roads and
hridges of the county, i is rveal-
dzed  that their work is one of
considerable import. S0 many
‘mattema eommand the daily at-
tention of the chaimman of tha
board of commissionesz: that 1t is
necessary for Mr. Crulkshank to
aspend practically all his time in
dhve office, whilea to Mr, Palmer
and Mr. Maguire fall the duty of
looking after mowds and bridges
in the outlying distriets of the
cities,

All three men are tillers of the
soll and as swch fully realize the

proper representatiom  in  the
handlimg of the big problem faced
by the board of commissioners.
Sheriff Shows Tfficiency

In the minds of some peopls
there appears 'to e an idea that
it dosen’t take much of an olfi-
eial 4o earty on a county depart-
ment, but in the case of shoriff
¥ must be a man of more than
ordinary bravery, tact, and one
with some knowledge of law.
Thurston eounty has such a man
an L. €. Huntamer, a resident of
the county for many years, and
e that probably has as wide an

Conscientious and Alert Official

In Smith Troy, one wof the
youngeal plrosecators ever to be
elected  do  office  in  Thurston

county, if not in all Washington,
the public has besen convinced
that it has an offielal
conscientions and alent.
is a son of the late
. Troy, who, In earlicr
daya was him=elf a county prose-
cutor of this municipality,

who ds

Smith Troy wws: for four years
departy DIROS ecator nndar hia
brother, Harold P. Troy. It was

while in thls capacity thai he «di-
rected the prosecution in  the
famona  Jacobizen murder ocase,
bringing about the conviction of
two men and & woman, the men
paying the supreme penalty while
the woman 4s serving lfe dfm-
prisonment,

Two kidnaping cases of oon-
siderable import have fallen to
the dot of Progecutor Troy, one
that ©«f a taxicab driver being
Kidnaped by a sailor, with a con-
victlon and life wentence nesuli-
ing. Following this came the
Darothy Bardon murder case,
with a convietlon and long belnm
prison sentence for the woman,

But the most moted case was
the Berry kidmnaping waifair, in
which a prominent Olympia doc-
o gud tdhree companions  kid-

Thurston County Court House

romd problema of the various lo-
calitles, amd although they can-
maot, becanse of the lack of funds,
enitiraly meet the requests and de-
mands of the farmers, still they
make as god a “try” at it as
any other county in the state, It
ia wo easy matter for the com-
missioners #o  hear delegations
from time to tlme seeking road
improvements, and have to polile-
Iy dnform +the petitionens that
theras 48 just g0 much meoney dhat
cam e dewoted 4o this or that
panticular projest, and the com-
milssioners can go nmo further.

Since the present commdssion-
ey remime took office e road
situation im the county has im
proved comaiderably, and with the
inereasad and more modern road-
making edquipment purchased a
few mondls g, or advance-
ment 43 Bure to be maldes and at
a particular saving ‘o the county
over Uhe mse of the old style ma-
chinery and considerable ma.n-
power worlk,

The selectlon, by the vobers, uf
‘thesa men, Mir. Croikshank from
the Yelm district; Mre. I*almer
firom the Rochester sectlon, amsd
Mr. Maguire from Olympia, gives
the several sectlons of the county

acguaintance as any. Since taking
over the duties of the chief peace

official of the county Sheriffl
Huntamer has easily proven that
he has a careful check of all af-
fadrs, ws well as having been able
to select 8 corps of efficient and
equally careful depotles and as-
sigtamts, His term o far has heen
filled with more than the ordinary
number of investigation: of a
very marious nature, all of which
have sosulted in bringing bofore
the bar of justice a mnumber of
men and &t leasi one WOmman, re-
sulting, with the aid of the prose-
euting  attormey, in  convietions
:md sentences ranging [rom pay-
ing the suprems penally to \t‘.h.a‘t
of imprisonment in the slate peni-
tentiary from 25 yearrs to life.

Sheriff Huntamer has shown
more than ordinary carefulness in
the handling of all matbbers, erim-
inal and civil, so that nelther his
separtment wor the county might
become entangled in emy heavy
fimanalal bupden, and the conduet
of his office haz been with a view
to economy as well as efficiency.

The taxpayers can well fesal
satisfled with the admindstration
of Sheriff Huntamer,

naped and tortured an aute deal-
er. Tt was probably the hardest
fought case jn tihe annals of the
county, Convictions with 1ife dm-
prisonment. resulted, and despite
avery effort to @ecure @ new
itrial, the men are mow in stade
prison,

Amnd a third kdnaping case is
to e tried this erm by othe
Prosecutor.

But prosecution of r,rrm:ma,l ac-
ioms i8 noet all that the prose-
cuting attorney facez in connly
affairs. Mr. Troy bhas also been
guite active in looking after the
aounty's civil matters resulting in
making substantinl financial j@v-
imga to Thurston county,

Because of his suecess in his
present capacity frlends of Mr.
Troy are urging his seleciion as
demrocratic nominee for wbtoroey
lgeneral of Washington din 1940,
believing he is particularly guali-
fied to adeguately look alter ihe
atate’'s dnterdzts in this position,

Able and Trustworthy

‘Beoeause ol her assocdation with
county affaira over a period of
years, in various officlal capaci-
ties, it is doubtful if there is any
one more conversanlt whlh these
affairs or more whls or trost-



