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The word “advocacy” seems to carry a negative connotation with many people. I 

imagine that if a typical woman and man were chatting at a cocktail party and the 

man asked the woman what she did for a living, if she responded, “I‟m an  

advocate,” after feeling remorse that he asked the question in the first place, the 

man might experience a wide range of feelings such as skepticism, intimidation or 

even nausea. For many, the concept of advocacy appears to have become  

perilously associated with our unrelenting, vitriolic political discourse. It seems 

like we are being so constantly bombarded with self -righteous ideology that we 

cannot help but crave a few minutes here or there above the fray.  

People sense the advocacy fatigue that predominates our society and then 

they become hesitant to publically state their views or take a position on anything 

that has even the slightest hint of being potentially controversial. They figure that 

discretion is the better part of valor. But are they being too discreet?  

 There is a danger in regarding advocacy shamefully. If the public is too 

loathsome of advocacy, vocal minorities may dominate in the space vacated by 

the silent majority. Without dedicated individuals arguing for what they believe is 

right, complacency and ambivalence may prevail over much -needed progress.  

Advocacy therefore plays a critical role in our society and systems of governance.   

 I realize that I am probably advocating for advocacy in the wrong forum, 

as I am „preaching to the choir‟ here. We lawyers do not need to be reminded of 

the importance of advocacy because we advocate for a living. Indeed with  

lawyers, the risk is not in having too little advocacy, but rather too much. Title 3 

of our Rules of Professional Conduct is entitled “Advocate”. From the title of  

Title 3 alone, you might expect to find useful tips there to help you argue on  

behalf of your client in the most effective manner possible. But that is mostly not 

what you will find. Rather, Title 3 is filled with rules proscribing and defining the 

ethical boundaries of advocacy. From the rule outlawing the assertion of frivolous 

claims to the cannons requiring fairness to the opposing party, Title 3 of the Rules 

of Professional Conduct requires lawyers to refrain from what might otherwise be 

their natural advocacy transgressions.  

 I wholeheartedly agree there must and should be limitations on advocacy, 

not only in the legal profession but in the public sphere. For a silly example, the 

eulogy at your wealthy aunt‟s funeral is not the time to remind your cousins that 

they would stand to inherit much more from their beloved mother‟s passing were 

it not for that darned “death tax”.  

 Even within the legal profession though, with our general high regard for 

the attributes of advocacy, there is considerable debate over how far we should go 

in pursuit of advocating on behalf of our clients. Most lawyers are familiar with 

the concept of zealous advocacy, that being that attorneys are duty-bound to  

advance their client‟s interests through any and all legal means. I wonder how 

many lawyers believe it is their ethical duty to provide zealous advocacy for their 

clients? If lawyers in Washington or many other states believe that, they are  

sorely mistaken. In the Preamble to Washington‟s Rules of Professional Conduct, 

the duty of zealous advocacy has been very  intentionally replaced with the duty 

to “conscientiously and ardently assert the client‟s position under the rules of the 

adversary system”.1 The Rules of Professional Conduct have evolved and become 

more focused on compelling the lawyer to be an agent of the legal system and   
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A View From the Bench 
 

By Judge Anne Hirsch 

Thurston County Superior Court 

 
Over 45% of the cases decided by Thurston County Superior Court—and courts state and nationwide—are 

family and juvenile law cases.  In Thurston County these cases are heard at our Family and Juvenile Court 

building (FJC).   FJC opened its doors in September of 1998, 20 years ago this coming September, under the leadership and vision of 

retired Judge Paula Casey who brought together many to implement the then new best practice of a Unified Family and Juvenile 

Court.  The FJC was built on a simple concept:  that one judicial team, consisting of trained judicial officers who implemented best 

practices, help to create more positive results for the families we serve.   

 

When asked to write a column for this month‟s View From the Bench, I decided to take the opportunity to share some information 

about the types of cases heard at FJC, the volume of the work, some of our newer and more innovative practices, and a bit about some 

of the hard working people who spend their time at the building.  With just one page allowed me, I am only able to scratch the  

surface. 

 

Over 60% of all family law cases are litigated by people who represent themselves and in over 85% of all family law cases at least 

one side is self-represented.  Coupled with the increasing volume of filings, having parties litigate these difficult issues themselves 

present unique challenges not present in most other areas of the law, although locally and nationwide, by necessity or choice, more 

people are also representing themselves in all types of cases.  From the time a family law case is filed the Court assists parties in 

learning about court requirements with its required Orientation for parties representing themselves. Efforts to resolve cases short of 

trial (mandatory mediation for most parenting plan disputes other than those with allegations of domestic violence and required  

settlement conferences prior to receiving a trial date) are also required in family law cases.   

 

Cases heard at FJC include dissolution of marriages, juvenile offender (criminal) matters, civil juvenile cases including At Risk Youth 

and Truancy cases, abuse and neglect cases, adoptions and a variety of types of domestic violence protection order cases,  including 

the newest,  Extreme Risk Protection Order cases.  Probate and Guardianship and adoption cases are also heard at FJC.  FJC operates 

one therapeutic court, called Family Recovery Court, which meets weekly with a professional team working to reunify families and 

provide additional support and accountability to families struggling with addiction issues.  Two Judges and three fulltime Court  

Commissioners are housed at FJC, presiding over a variety of calendars.  Almost every hour of every court day all four courtrooms at 

FJC are in use, for hearings, trials and settlement conferences.   

 

Many local organizations partner with the Court on family and juvenile cases.  Some include Family Education and Support Services 

(FESS) which supports work in both family law and dependency cases, The Dispute Resolution Center (DRC), Community Youth 

Services (CYS), SafePlace and others. 

 

Since it opened its doors in September 1998, FJC has a offered free monthly education series.  Typically CLE credits are available 

and the sessions are open to the public.  2018 kicked off with a special two hour session on Secondary Trauma.  Later presentations 

will include Interpreters in the Courtroom (led by Supreme Court Justice Steven Gonzales), The Myth of Entitlement taught by local 

favorite Candyce Bollinger, and a family law presentation by Chris Meserve and Chuck Szurszewski.   The schedule for the 2018  

sessions can be found on the Court‟s webpage. 

 

Our Court recently received a three year technical assistance grant from the National Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges 

(NCJFCJ) to support us in making improvements in how child abuse and neglect cases are processed and addressed.  The court  

currently has over 170 active dependency cases, handled by the two full time judges assigned to FJC.  It is our hope and goal to use 

the information we learn in this grant process to make calendaring and other improvements in all case types heard at FJC.  

The NCJFCJ is also working indirectly with our court in supporting Washington State in making improvements in its guardian ad 

litem training.  In early March Thurston County FJC will be hosting the first of two state wide pilot trainings, the result of over two 

years of work by the NCJFCJ staff, The Administrative Office of the Courts, Washington state judges, court commissioners,  

attorneys, mental health experts and others. 

 

I mentioned at the outset that our court continues over the years to strive to make improvements based on best practices.   Recent  

innovations include the use of Marshal the therapy dog (and his great handlers Kim Carroll and Wendy Ireland) from the Prosecuting 

Attorney‟s Office. Our Juvenile Court, led by Administrator Mike Fenton, recently instituted the Youth Development Program (YDP)  

            (continued on page 6) 
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Young Lawyer Spotlight 
By Jen Doehne, YL Chair 

 

 

Matt Sharp WSBA No. 47792 

(360) 491-1803 

matt@laceylawgroup.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

After the attack on the World Trade Center in 2001, 

Matt joined the U.S. Coast Guard. He was stationed on a 

Polar Class icebreaker, USCGC Polar Star, and  

deployed to Antarctica three times. After his time in the 

military, Matt earned his undergraduate degree from the 

University of Washington and his Juris Doctor degree 

from Seattle University. While he was serving in the 

United States Coast Guard he developed an appreciation 

for rule systems and the power that comes with knowing 

the rules. Then, while studying Philosophy at the  

University of Washington he became heavily interested 

in notions of right and wrong. Criminal law is one of the 

few areas in our society where ethical theory has direct 

application, which made it a perfect fit for him. Matt has 

been with the City of Lacey since 2013, when he started 

as a Rule 9 intern. 

Areas of Practice: Criminal and municipal 

This is the hardest part of my job: Watching lives fall apart as defendants add to their criminal  

records. 

Best stress reliever: Exercise. I especially love taking a couple of laps around Capitol Lake. 

If I were not practicing law: I‟d be in academia. Besides law, where else would one go with a  

philosophy degree besides flipping burgers? 

Technology is: Important, but not the be-all and end-all. This is a people business. 

The future of the practice of law is:  Not going to be much different than it is today. I think we tend to 

overestimate the impact of technology on this profession. 

This is the best advice I have been given: Treat every word you write as though it were going to be on 

the front page of the newspaper. 

This is the best part of my job: Knowing that I‟m seeing a defendant for the last time because he or she 

won‟t get wrapped up in the justice system again. Our sentencing recommendations in Lacey are most 

often crafted toward a rehabilitative end, relying heavily on probation and treatment components to  

prevent recidivism. When these are effective I‟m happy that my work has brought something positive to 

our community. 

 

If you would like to be featured in the Young Lawyer Spotlight or know someone you would like your fellow lawyers to get to know, email 

Jennifer at jdoehne@bgwp.net. 

mailto:matt@laceylawgroup.com
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Williams, Wyckoff &  

Ostrander, PLLC 
      

 

We have spent over 30 years protecting    

injured workers in workers‟ compensation 

and public pension system disability cases.  

 
 

Williams, Wyckoff & Ostrander, PLLC 

2958 Limited Lane NW 

P.O. Box 316 

Olympia, Washington 98507 

Phone:  360.528.4800 

      Email:  wwo@wwolaw.net 

Website:  wwolaw.net 

 

We provide free consultations to injured 

workers and we welcome your referrals.   

We also will associate on cases.  

 

 

Rick Hughes, Attorney at Law 

Law Office of Richard L. Hughes PLLC 

324 West Bay Dr. NW, Ste. 201, Olympia 

 

rick@richardhugheslaw.com 

 

(360) 464-6533 

 

 

Three decades of experience focused on: 

 

Real estate 

Government 

Labor & employment 
(Employer only) 

Arbitration/Mediation Services 

 

 

 

 

 

402 Capitol Way S., Suite 4 
Olympia, Washington 98501 

 
P:  360-943-7744 
F:  360-943-5396 

 

carter@carterhick.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Practicing in the areas of Personal Injury and Civil 
Rights.  We are happy to accept referrals and/or speak 
with you about your case. 

mailto:wwo@wwolaw.net
mailto:rick@richardhugheslaw.com
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(continued from page 2)  

View from the Bench By: Judge Hirsch 

 

designed to support youth and provide them with skills, needed supervision and services, and accountability, using  

detention for those youth who need to be there for community safety and other appropriate reasons.  These Juvenile programs, and 

many others, are based on current research and best practices, and can provide better results for the youth and our  

community. 

 

As mentioned at the outset, over 45% of the work of Superior Court occurs in family and juvenile cases.  According to the Clerk, 

over 15,000 hearings occurred at FJC in 2017.  Many of these include some of the most complex and emotionally difficult issues 

cases families in our community face.  All eight of our judges understand the importance to the public of this work and know that 

it cannot be done well without the ongoing and active support of many:  kudos to the FJC staff, private and public sector  

attorneys, Juvenile Probation Counselors and Detention staff, and our many community and public sector partners.  We are all  

fortunate to have so many hard working and professional people serve the families that appear before us in these cases.  

(continued from page 1) 

President‟s Message By: Trevor Zandell 

 

less focused on encouraging and protecting the lawyer‟s single -minded pursuit of the client‟s cause.2 

While we lawyers in our professional lives may be at a point where our advocacy efforts need to be reined 

in, I believe our society at large has gone too far in the other direction. We should all pick our battles and there  

definitely is a time and a place, but let us not become so cautious and so fearful of conflict that there is never a 

proper time and never an appropriate place.  
 

——————————————— 
1RPC Preamble ¶ 2 (2015) 
2https://www.americanbar.org/publications/litigation_journal/2011_12/fall/where_did_zeal_go.html  
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Dixie Cattell & Associates 

Certified Court Reporters and Videoconferencing 

Serving the I-5 Corridor from Bellingham to Vancouver, WA, Since 1982 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 State-of-the-art, high-definition videoconferencing for remote wittnesses 

Depositions/Arbitrations/Interviews      2102 Carriage Drive SW Building C 

Online Scheduling        Olympia, WA 98512 

Complimentary Conference Rooms      dcattell@comcast.net 

Electronic PDF Transcripts       www.dca-reporters.com 

Experienced Legal Videographers 

Hyperlinked Exhibits 

Online Transcripts Repository 

Let us handle all your court reporting 

needs. We provide prompt,  

high-quality transcripts and friendly 

professional service. 

 

Please call us to schedule your next 

deposition or videoconference.   

 

      360-352-2506 
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News from the Law Library  
 

 

Budget Universe 

The Washington State Law Library recently received a copy of Budget Universe from the Washington State Legislature. The  

poster, produced by Senate Committee Services and Legislative Support Services, is a visual representation of the 2017-2019 

Washington State Budget, including the Judicial Branch. Budget Universe is now on display in the Main Reading Room of the 

law library. It is also available online as a downloadable poster.  

 

Documents Relating to the Africans Taken in the Amistad 

In honor of Black History Month, the Lillian Goldman Law Library at Yale University Law School recently made publicly  

available documents related to United States v. Schooner Amistad, 40 U.S. 518. Originally published as a 16-page special issue of 

the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Reporter, Documents Relating to the Africans Taken in the Amistad includes court  

documents for United States v. Schooner Amistad, official correspondence from the Spanish and British governments, and  

biographical details on the captives. You can view Documents on the Yale law library‟s website.  

 

Information on United States v. Schooner Amistad is featured in the State Law Library‟s display on the law and pop culture,  

located in the Main Reading Room.   

 

“The Decision” 

A new series on TVW.org looks beyond the courtroom to discover the stories behind Washington State Supreme Court decisions. 

“The Decision,” which premiered in January 2018, is hosted by regional Emmy winning political reporter Robert Mak. Mak was 

previously the host of “KING 5 News Up Front,” a public affairs program.  

 

According to TVW.org, the new series “takes you inside the complex and sometimes controversial decisions of the Washington 

State Supreme Court.” TVW.org televises all oral arguments before the Washington State Supreme Court, but “The Decision” is 

the first program to explore how and why cases get to the State Supreme Court, or how the court decided. 

 

You can search for older oral arguments on TVW.org‟s Archives here. The State Law Library also maintains copies of oral  

arguments on DVD.  

 

United States Supreme Court Oral Arguments  

Did you know you can listen to U.S. Supreme Court oral arguments online? The public may download audio of Supreme Court 

oral arguments dating from 2010-2017, or play them on the Supreme Court‟s website. In addition, oral argument transcripts are 

available from October Term 2000 through October Term 2017, also on the Supreme Court‟s website. Transcripts can be viewed 

online, as well as downloaded in PDF.  

 

Supreme Court Podcasts 

In addition to listening to the U.S. Supreme Court, there are a number of legal podcasts that talk about the Court and its decisions. 

Want to hear more? Check out one of these hit podcasts: 

 

 First Mondays is recorded every week that the Supreme Court is in session. Hosts Daniel Epps, associate professor of law at 

Washington University Law, and Ian Samuel, Climenko Fellow and Lecturer on Law at Harvard Law School, talk about  

upcoming cases before the Supreme Court, dissect oral arguments, and make predictions about Court decisions. The most 

recent episode, “Justice for Stormy,” takes a “deep dive” into four different Supreme Court cases from the February sitting 

including the much-discussed union case, Janus v. AFSCME.  

 From the producers of the hit podcast Radiolab, More Perfect is in its second season. It explains Supreme Court rulings in 

accessible language, and often explores the stories and people behind some of the Court‟s most notable decisions.  

 

-     Contributed by Washington State Law Library reference staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

http://leg.wa.gov/LIC/Documents/Maps/Budget%20Universe.pdf
http://digitalcommons.law.yale.edu/amtrials/16/
https://www.tvw.org/archives/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/argument_audio/2017
https://www.supremecourt.gov/oral_arguments/argument_transcript/2017
http://www.firstmondays.fm/
https://www.wnycstudios.org/shows/radiolabmoreperfect


 

 

Family Law Section 
 

The Family Law Section meets at  
12:10 p.m. on the 2nd Tuesday of each month at 

the Family and Juvenile Justice Center.  
 

Mike DeWitt is the Chair of this section. 
 

If you have any questions please contact Mike at  
(360) 705-9000 or  

mike@dewittlawpllc.com 

Section/Committee Announcements... 
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Young Lawyer Section 
 

The Young Lawyer Section holds regular Monthly 
Meetings the first Wednesday of every month.   

 
Jennifer Doehne is the Chair of this section. 

Her email address is jdoehne@bgwp.net 
 

Please visit the YL webpage at 
http://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/young-lawyer-section/  

 

 

A huge THANK YOU to those members who responded to the request of becoming a mentor! 
 

 

If you are willing and wish to be a part of this program it is not too late, please send an email to 

tcba.info@gmail.com with your name and area of practice that you are willing to mentor in.  The list is  

currently on our website and ready to be used by the many young lawyers that are just starting out and may 

have some questions in a particular area of practice.  The time commitment is up to you and can be as simple 

as a phone call or more in depth mentoring as you see fit.   

http://thurstoncountybar.com/sections/young-lawyer-section/
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CONGRATULATIONS  

to the  

2018 WSBA Local Hero Award Recipient 

for Thurston County 
 

PHYLLIS BARNEY 
 

The TCBA Board of Directors received nominations this year and after discussion at the February Board  

meeting selected Ms. Phyllis Barney as the 2018 WSBA Local Hero Award recipient for her dedication to  

public service. She was honored at the WSBA Board of Governor‟s meeting on March 8, 2018 at the Hotel RL 

in Olympia by WSBA President, Bradford E. Furlong.   

 

Ms. Barney has a wealth of knowledge and experience that she shares with the local legal community in 

Thurston County. She is on the Board of Directors for Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services (TCVLS), 

and is the Board‟s immediate past president. As a member of the TCVLS Board, she helped create a new direct  

representation program for TCVLS, is leading the organization‟s strategic planning process, and is co-chairing 

TCVLS‟s annual breakfast fundraiser. She also was a long-time volunteer at the advice clinic TCVLS holds at 

Safeplace domestic violence shelter in Olympia, and serves on the Board with the local chapter of the  

Government Lawyers Bar Association. In the past, she served on the Board of the Washington Women  

Lawyers Capitol Chapter.  Her pro bono and volunteer service with the local legal community has been  

substantial. During her nearly ten years as an AAG, she has protected human  health and the environment 

through her representation of the Department of Ecology on a wide range of litigation and advice matters.  She 

works to foster an inclusive and equitable work environment at the AGO by organizing a Diversity Book Club 

and lending library focused on authors and stories that feature oft-marginalized voices and perspectives.  

 

Thank You Ms. Barney for your dedication to giving back to your community!  

 

The TCBA presents the March Member Luncheon and CLE 

on March 16, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. - 1:10 p.m.at the Hotel RL in Olympia.  
 

“Presenting Your Case Before The Hearing Examiner ”  

Presented by Attorney Sharon Rice and Attorney Mark Scheibmeir 

  
Ms. Rice and Mr. Scheibmeir will provide an introduction to the Hearing Examiner system, and discuss purposes of local land  

use hearings, the Appearance of Fairness Doctrine, and Scope of Hearing Examiner authority. They will also provide  

recommendations for new Hearing Examiner systems and practical guidelines for land use hearings.  

 

Please register and pre-pay on the TCBA website, www.thurstoncountybar.com or send your $21 check payment  

(payable to TCBA) to: TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA 98507 by March 13. . The cost for non-member attorneys to  

attend is $26. If you do not pre-pay, the cost at the door for members and their non-attorney staff is $26.  

The cost at the door for non-member attorneys is $31. 1 CLE credit is pending approval.  

http://www.thurstoncountybar.com/
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TCBA & Other Upcoming Events 
 
TCBA Member Luncheon and CLE:   The next TCBA Member Luncheon and CLE is on Friday, March 16, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. at Hotel RL. 

The topic is “Presenting Your Case Before The Hearing Examiner ” presented by Attorney Sharon Rice and Attorney Mark Scheibmeir. See 

page 10 for more information.  

 

The April Member Luncheon and CLE will be on Friday, April 20, 2018 at 11:30 a.m. at Hotel RL.  Topic: TBA 

 

May 2018 Issue of the Legal Brief: The deadline to submit articles and advertisements for the May 2018 Legal Brief is May 8, 2018.  Please 

email them to Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com. 

 

Save the Date:  The Annual Meeting & Dinner will be on May 18, 2018 at Indian Summer Golf & Country Club.  

 

Bench/Bar Meeting: There will be a Bench/Bar meeting on June 7, 2018 at 12:00 p.m. at the Thurston County Superior Court. 

 
 

Please refer to the “News & Events” section of our website for a full list of upcoming events:   

www.thurstoncountybar.com 

 

Interested in getting more involved in the TCBA?   
 

A great way get involved is to join the TCBA CLE or Bench/Bar Committees! 

 

Please contact Heather at tcba.info@gmail.com for more information 

 

The Family & Juvenile Court 

Lunchtime Education is on March 27, 2018 

from 12:15 p.m.—1:15 p.m. 

at the Family & Juvenile Court Building, Courtroom 2.  

 

“Myth of Entitlement”  

A presentation by Candyce Bollinger 

 

This presentation is designed to facilitate the awareness of ways we overindulge children.  

Participants will get a further understanding of the cultural trend, and long term impact on children. 

 

Continuing Legal Education (CLE) credit is free.  This program is pending approval for 1 CLE credit.  
No pre-registration is required.  

 

ADVERTISING IN THE LEGAL BRIEF 

 
If you would like to advertise in the LEGAL BRIEF, please contact  Heather Ligtenberg at tcba.info@gmail.com  

 

 The cost for advertising is $240 for a full page, $120 for 1/2 page, $55 for 1/4 page and $27.50 for 1/8 page.  

 All advertisements are subject to approval of the Legal Brief‟s Editorial Board. 

 The LEGAL BRIEF is published bi-monthly (January, March, May, September and November). 

 Visit thurstoncountybar.com for more information on specs and to view past editions of the Legal Brief  
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Thurston County  
Volunteer Legal Services 

PO Box 405 Olympia, WA 98507  
360-705-8194  

www.tcvls.org 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL FUNDRAISING 
BREAKFAST 

 

Tuesday, May 1st at 7:00 a.m. 

at the Red Lion! 

 

PLEASE CONSIDER BEING  

A BREAKFAST SPONSOR 

 

Contact Rachael  

at 360-688-1376 

for more details 

Judge Anne Hirsch from Thurston County  

Superior Court is one of the Judicial Liaisons, 

as is Judge Dan Goodell from Lewis County. 

 

FREE CLEs 

 

Thanks to a grant from the Community  

Foundation of South Puget Sound, TCVLS will 
again return to its practice of sponsoring free 

CLEs for our community of attorneys.  The next 

one has been approved for two CLE credits and 
one of them is an ETHICS credit! 

 

February 28, 2018    5:30 – 7:30 pm 

 
Pro Bono Advice and Representation through 

Thurston County Volunteer Legal Services AND 

The Clinic Client-Volunteer Attorney  

Relationship under the  

Rules of Professional Conduct 

 

 

This is a great opportunity for someone who is 

interested in volunteering at one of the legal 

advice clinics.  It will cover the basics plus give 

insight into the ethical considerations in pro  

bono legal services. 

 

On March 28, 2018 we will have a CLE on  

non-parental custody.  This will also be at 5:30 

and will feature a presentation by Judy Lin from 

the King County Bar Association and Thurston 

County’s Mike DeWitt.  The CLE will be at the 

Coach House at 211 21st SW in the South  

Capitol Neighborhood of Olympia (behind the 

Lord Mansion). 

TCVLS Board of Directors 

 

TCVLS is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit and is  

governed by a Board of Directors.   The Board 

is made up of three representatives each from 

Thurston County Bar Association, Government 

Lawyers Bar Association, and the Capitol 

Chapter of Washington Women Lawyers.  

Northwest Justice Project has a seat on our 

Board and there are four additional “at large 

directors” who are chosen by the Board itself.  

We have two judicial liaisons who are  

non-voting members. 

 

Your TCBA representatives are Terry Church 

(Church Rietzke), Nicole Potebnya (Tephra 

Law) and Jason Zittel (Goldstein Law).  Terry 

and Jason are also Officers of TCVLS --- Terry 

is our Secretary and Jason is the Treasurer.  

We appreciate their leadership!!! 
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“In Re:   Heather Christenson “ 
 

1. Name and year admitted to Bar. Heather Christenson.  1991 Illinois.  1998 Washington.   

2000 Arizona. 
 

2. Areas you practice in.  Business Transactional Law. 
 

3. I became a lawyer because . . . The parents of my two best friends from my high school in Seattle.  

One was a U.S. Magistrate Judge in the United States District Court, Western District of Washington.  

The other was a Seattle City Attorney.  I wanted to be just like them.  
 

4. The hardest part of being a lawyer is . . . Conflict.   
 

5. I would give this advice to a first-year law student:  Make some good friends.  Never be afraid to 

ask questions or ask for help. Study.   
 

6. Traits I admire in other attorneys.  Respect.  Kindness.  Professionalism.   
 

7. If I were not practicing law, I would be . . . a journalist or a private investigator.   
 

8. What automobile best represents you and why?  BMW.  The Ultimate Driving Machine.   
 

9. What is the first thing you will do when you retire?  Go back to Fiji with my husband to lie on the 

beach, snorkel, and relax.  We got married in Fiji and I highly recommend it as a wedding destination.   
 

10. If you could time travel, would you go to the past or the future?  Why?  The future without  

question.  It is more intriguing.      
 

11. What words of wisdom would you pass on to your childhood self? It sounds like a cliché but 

"Don't Worry. Be Happy."  Also, a quote my fellow colleague, attorney Scott Kee, said to me the other 

day when we were talking about our children: "the World will not stop spinning" if things don't go  

exactly the way you want them to.   
 

12. What words of wisdom would you give to a young lawyer new to the profession?  Be kind.  It is 

truly amazing what a small world it is.  Having a network of people you know, you can count on, and you 

can turn to for advice and help when needed, is invaluable.  
 

Brief synopsis of you, your personal life, your work life, and any special awards or activities. 

I grew up in Seattle where I attended Bush School (a private college prep school).  I graduated from the 

University of Washington (B.A.) in 1987.  Go Huskies!! At the U.W., I was a member of the University 

of Washington Women‟s Crew team. I went to law school at Brooklyn Law School, Brooklyn, NY, 

where I was Managing Editor of the Brooklyn Journal of International Law.  I have practiced law in  

Seattle, WA, Chicago, IL, Flagstaff, AZ, and Olympia, WA.        
 

I am married to Dr. Jeffrey Christenson, who is a Pulmonary and Critical Care Physician at Providence 

St. Peter Hospital.  We have two boys.  William (16 years old) attends Olympia High School and is a 

Junior National level swimmer.  Graham (13 years old) attends NOVA middle school and makes me 

laugh every day.  I am on the Board of Directors for the Evergreen Swim Club and am a USA Swimming 

Administrative Official. 
 

Contact information (work phone and email).  360-352-8311. Heather @buddbaylaw.com. 
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ATTENTION MEMBERS 

 

It’s that time of year to renew your TCBA Membership!  
 

We have received a lot of membership  

renewals this year… Thank you if you have already sent yours in. 

 

If you have not yet renewed your membership please remember  

to do so by April 1, 2018. 

   

Any member who has not renewed by April 1, 2018 will be removed from our email mailing  

list as well as the TCBA website no later than April 30, 2018. 

 

You can renew your TCBA Membership online on the TCBA website, 

www.thurstoncountybar.com or complete the Membership Form on page 16 and mail it to  

TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA 98507. 

 

If you have any questions please email tcba.info@gmail.com. 

ATTENTION MEMBERS 
 

 

If you have not provided the TCBA with an email address you may be missing out on important notifications for CLE‟s 

and social events. The Legal Brief is the only thing to be printed and mailed in an effort for the TCBA to work towards 

going green.  Please contact tcba.info@gmail.com if you have any questions. Also, please remember to notify us when 

you change your email address or change addresses.  We want to make sure you do not miss anything.   

 

2018 Law Day Speech Contest 

It is time once again for the annual Law Day Speech Scholarship Contest sponsored by the Thurston 

County Bar Association and West Olympia Rotary.  

The speech contest is open to all high school students attending high school in Thurston County.  If you 

know of any students who might be interested, please pass this information on to them.  The deadline to 

submit their intent to participate in the speech contest is 5:00 p.m. on April 6, 2018.  

There will be a preliminary round on April 12th that will take place in the Superior Court at the main 

Thurston County Courthouse.  The top three speeches will advance to the final round on May 1, 2018 at 

a West Olympia Rotary lunch from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Viewpoint Room at the West Bay Marina.  

Prize money will be awarded to the top three speeches.  The total prize money to be split amount the 

top three speeches is $1,800. This speech contest is a great way for kids to earn money for college.   

This year‟s topic is to address the legal, societal, and moral balance between First Amendment rights to 

freedom of speech with so-called “hate speech.” 

Please save the date so you can come watch this awesome event and cheer for our local high school  

students.  We are really hoping for a large number of students this year.  If you have any questions, 

please feel free to contact Heather at tcba.info@gmail.com.  Hope to see you there!   
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2018 

THURSTON COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

DANIEL BIGELOW AWARD 

HONORING THE LAWYER OF THE YEAR 
 

 

 

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2018 Thurston County Bar Association Daniel Bigelow Award. This award is named in 

Daniel Bigelow‟s honor and is given annually to recognize outstanding professional and community service.   

Daniel Bigelow arrived in Thurston County in 1851 as a Harvard educated lawyer. He was instrumental in the creation of the  

Washington Territory in 1853.  He was a vocal advocate of equal rights, women‟s suffrage and public education.  

 

The recipient of the award will be announced and honored at the annual meeting on May 18, 2018. A nomination may be made by any 

member of the TCBA.  The TCBA Board of Directors are not eligible for the award. The Board will select the recipient of the award 

after carefully considering all of the nominations. 

 

 
 

Your name:  __________________________________________________ 

Your email address:  ___________________________________________ 

Your telephone number:  ________________________________________ 

 

I nominate ___________________________________________________ for the 2018 Daniel Bigelow Award.  

 

Please send this nomination form along with a typed letter detailing the nominee‟s qualifications.  Please list, in detail, all of the  

reasons that this nominee deserves the Daniel Bigelow Award.  Relevant information may include, but is not limited to, the fo llowing 

information about the nominee: 

 

 Outstanding professional service during the course of their career.  

 Involvement in community service (legal or non-legal) during the course of their career. 

 How the nominee has made Thurston County a better place to live and practice law. 

 Years of service in the legal profession as an attorney, judge, or other law related profession.  

 Mentorship to other attorneys in the local or state bar association. 

 Involvement in legal committees, sections, or other boards. 

 Pro bono hours or low income legal work. 

 Activities in Thurston County or outside counties. 

 Any other awards received or recognition by peers (legal or non-legal). 

 Any publications. 

 Member of other service organizations (i.e. Rotary Club, Junior League, etc.). 

 Any other information helpful to the Board in making this determination. 

 

The Board will weigh and consider the information contained in each nomination.  Please provide as much substantive information 

about the qualifications of the nominee as possible in order to assist the Board in making an informed choice for this award.   

 

To be considered nominations must be received by:  Friday, April 6, 2018 
Please email to:  tcba.info@gmail.com or mail to: TCBA, PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA 98507 

Past recipients include: Jerry Buzzard, Ernest Meyer, Chris Meserve, Paul Battan, Ed Holm, Mary Gentry, Evelyn Foster, Ed Schaller, 

Steve Henderson, E. Robert Fristoe, Daniel Berschauer, Bruce Neas, Gerry Alexander, Charles Williams, Steve Bean, Frank J. Owens, 

Jim Connolly, James Dixon, Jon Tunheim, Laurel Smith, R. Alan Swanson, Jim Powers, Edward Earl Younglove III. 
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Thurston County Bar Association 

2018 Membership Registration 
      

NAME** __________________________________________ WSBA#**____________ 
 

FIRM NAME**__________________________________________________________ 
 

MAILING ADDRESS**____________________________________________________ 
    (Address) 
 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

 (City)       (State)  (Zip) 
       

OFFICE PHONE**________________________ YEAR OF ADMISSION*______________ 
                                                   (must be completed to qualify for dues discount) 

EMAIL**________________________________________________________________ 

 

PLEASE MARK 3 AREAS OF PRACTICE: SECTIONS AND COMMITTEES 

□  Administrative    Please indicate which section(s) and committee(s) in which you have interest.  

□  Adoption    Our new database has better ability to track these choices and we will be using  

□  ADR/Mediation   these categories to send specific section information to you and to seek   

□  Appellate Practice   volunteer participation in the future.    

 

□  Bankruptcy     

□  Business/Commercial Trans.  SECTIONS 

□  Civil Litigation   □  Criminal Law Section 

□  Civil Rights    □  Family Law Section 

□  Collections    □  Real Estate, Land Use, and 

□  Construction Law       Environmental Law Section 

□  Criminal Law    □  Young Lawyers Section 

□  Dependency     

□  Education    COMMITTEES 

□  Elder/Long Term Care   □  Bench/Bar 

□  Employment/Labor   □  CLE 

□  Environmental     

□  Family Law    □  TCBA does NOT have permission to share the information marked 

□  Government     with an **  (You must mark here if you do NOT want to be listed on the TCBA  

□  Guardianship    website) 

□  Health Care        

□  Immigration    □  I would be willing to be listed on the TCBA website as being   

□  Insurance    available for Pro Bono representation. 

□  Intellectual Property 

□  Juvenile    □  Mentor Program: I wish to be listed on the TCBA website as being 

□  Land Use/Real Estate   available to serve as a mentor for new attorneys.  

□  Landlord/Tenant    

□  Municipal    □ I would like to be added to (or remain on) TCBA’s email list 

□  Native American   (to receive reminders of upcoming events, committee & section information 

□  Partnerships    and announcements)     

□  Personal Injury Defense    

□  Personal Injury Plaintiff   □ I would like a link from the TCBA website to my own personal website   

□  Professional Malpractice  (NO FEE for weblink)   

□  Real Property   

□  Securities    Website address to link:____________________________________________ 

□  Social Security                (address must be provided to receive free link)    

□  Tax      

□  Wills/Estates/Probate   PAYMENT INFORMATION   

□  Workers‟ Comp   2018 Annual dues (January-December) $50_______ 

     *Young Lawyer Annual dues  $25____ ___   

     TOTAL ENCLOSED   __________ 

 
*The membership fee for lawyers admitted to any state bar association 5years or less or who are 36 years old or younger, whichever is later, is $25. 

**This information may be shared if you mark the box above.  Information may be shared with other attorneys and/or law firms, included on our website at 

www.thurstoncountybar.com or shared with members of the public upon request. 

Return form and payment to: TCBA,  

PO Box 1653, Olympia, WA  98507 

 

If no payment due, you may  

alternatively e-mail form to: 

tcba.info@gmail.com 

 
Office use only: 

Check no.________   Initials:  ________ 

Date paid_________   List:  _________ 

Amount pd________   Website:  _________ 

http://www.thurstoncountybar.com

