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A View From the Bench 
 

 The Rest 
By Indu Thomas, Thurston County Superior Court Commissioner 

 
 

 

Well here we are at the end of summer once again. It always seems to go so fast doesnôt it? Summer tends to make us all 

look up from our desks and enjoy other parts of our lives. Summer vacations with family and of course having our son 

home from college make life a little more enjoyable. Long warm summer nights motivate us to get more done and to  

enjoy more of the beautiful outdoors. This summer I managed to build in quite a bit of fun while still getting the work 

done. As fall approaches I find myself being a bit nostalgic.  

 

As I thought about what to write to all of you, a radio segment that I used to listen to came to mind; The Rest of the  
Story  narrated by Paul Harvey. His velvet voice turned the news into entertainment each week on his famous 
segment. Paul Harvey was a historian telling the story of our nation one entertaining bit at a time.  
 
I was appointed to the bench in April 2007 and am feeling a bit like a historian myself as we have retirement after  

retirement. By next year only one of the original eight Judges who appointed me will still be on the bench. Change has 

been a constant and I now find myself sayingé ñWell we used toò and ñDonôt you remember...ò far more often. In 2007 

when people said Commissioner I looked around for Commissioner Neilson. Over time I have grown into the title and the 

role. 

 

When people ask me how it feels to be back on the Family Law Rotation I usually grin and say it is exhausting. There is a 

significant amount of reading that is required when one is preparing for and handling the Family Law Calendars. In  

addition to the routine work of preparing for dockets, I also serve on a number of committees. However, the work is not 

the whole story. The rest of the story is the people. It has been and continues to be a privilege to serve this community as 

a Commissioner. I get to help people every day that I come to work.  

 

Some people that I miss are the Judges who have retired. I miss consulting with them and think about the lessons they 

taught me. As we quickly approach two more retirements I find myself thinking of the things that I have learned from  

these role models. 

   

Judge Hicks taught me the value of individuality even in the face of criticism. Judge Strophy taught me the power of  

connections even with the most difficult people. Judge Pomeroy taught me to be joyful in the face of sorrow. Judge Casey 

taught me to consider the entire perspective without getting lost in the details. Judge McPhee taught me the benefits of 

thorough preparation regardless of time constraints. Judge Tabor taught me dignity in the face of opposition. Judge  

Wickham taught me the power of civility even in the face of rudeness.  

 

I am grateful for the opportunities that I have had to appear before each of them and to have served with each of them. 

Congratulations, Judge Tabor and Judge Wickham as you complete your service to the community this year. I am forever 

in your debt. And that ladies and gentlemen, is the rest of the story. 
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