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I recently had the privilege of attending the swearing in ceremony of my law firmôs 

newest attorney, Kevin Meserve. The Honorable Mary Fairhust, Justice of the 

Washington State Supreme Court, swore Kevin in at the Temple of Justice in  

Olympia.  I listened carefully as Justice Fairhurst administered the Oath of  

Attorney to Kevin and I was not the only one in attendance who was paying close 

attention. One of my partners whispered to me as the process was unfolding that 

this is important information and he was glad to be reminded of what was contained 

in the Oath.  We have all taken the Oath of Attorney at the onset of our legal  

careers.  The Oath reminds us that we are privileged to be able to practice law. At 

the same time it means that we have an obligation to the public and to our clients to 

provide quality professional services while upholding the highest ethical standards.  

I think that we can all benefit from reviewing, thinking about, and most importantly 

following in our daily lives these commitments we made when we were sworn in as 

members of the Bar.  I urge all of you to review the Oath of Attorney on a regular 

basis as a reminder of not only the promises we made as new attorneys but to help 

keep in perspective why we continue to pursue the practice of law.    

 

1. I am fully subject to the laws of the State of Washington and the laws of the  

United States and will abide by the same. 

 

2. I will support the constitution of the State of Washington and the constitution of 

the United States. 

 

3. I will abide by the Rules of Professional Conduct approved by the Supreme Court 

of the State of Washington. 

 

4. I will maintain the respect due to the courts of justice and judicial officers. 

 

5. I will not counsel, or maintain any suit, or proceeding, which shall appear to me 

to be unjust or any defense except as I believe to be honestly debatable under the 

law, unless it is in defense of a person charged with a public offense. I will employ 

for the purpose of maintaining the causes confided to me only those means  

consistent with truth and honor. I will never seek to mislead the judge or jury by 

any artifice or false statement. 

 

6. I will maintain the confidence and preserve inviolate the secrets of my client, and 

will accept no compensation in connection with the business of my client unless this 

compensation is from or with the knowledge and approval of the client or with the 

approval of the court. 

 

7. I will abstain from all offensive personalities, and advance no fact prejudicial to 

the honor or reputation of a party or witness unless required by the justice of the 

cause with which I am charged. 

 

8. I will never reject, from any consideration personal to myself, the cause of the 

defenseless or oppressed, or delay unjustly the cause of any person. 
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The New Judgeôs View From the Bench 

By Judge Mary Sue Wilson 

Thurston County Superior Court 

 
Itôs been a long time since I was ñthe new kid on the block,ò either in my work life or in my 

neighborhood.   On October 27, 2014, I began serving as the ñnew judge on the court.ò   In 

this article, I describe my background and share some experiences from my first two months on the bench. 
 

Background 

First, some background about the new judge:  I grew up in north Seattle.   I am the second of nine children.  

As a youth I enjoyed playing sports, babysitting, attending summer camp, and Irish dancing.  I travelled to 

Washington, D.C. to study American history and American politics as an undergrad and returned to  

Washington State to attend law school at Gonzaga University.  I moved to Olympia in 1989 to begin my 

legal career.  My husband and I are raising three children (4, 8, and 11 years old) and this year our eldest 

(22) will graduate from college.   
 

After clerking for State Supreme Court Justice Robert Brachtenbach, I joined the Attorney Generalôs Office 

in 1990.   The work was challenging, interesting and diverse, and I benefited from outstanding mentors 

who schooled me in the basics of legal practice (legal problem solving, legal research and analysis, legal 

writing and oral advocacy).  As my career progressed, I had the opportunity to work with attorneys from 

other states on federal legislation and federal litigation; I represented Washington State officials in many 

interesting matters, including high-stakes water resource negotiations and the cleanup of the Hanford  

Nuclear Reservation; and I continued to benefit from outstanding mentors ï both lawyers and state agency 

leaders.   My mentors modeled strategic thinking and decision-making and ethical and professional practice 

skills.  They taught me to show respect for others, adhere to high standards, and focus on the legal and  

factual issues in a case, not the personality of my opponent. 
 

In 1998 I became a managing attorney.  I continued to work cases and provide legal advice to state  

officials, but I also assumed responsibility for the professional development and performance of lawyers on 

my team.  By 2007 I was leading 45 lawyers and legal professionals who handled the Stateôs environmental 

legal work.  As a lawyer, I enjoyed legal victories - whether a favorable appellate decision or a successful 

outcome in negotiations.  But the most rewarding part of my practice was witnessing the success of my 

team members as they developed into strong advocates, thoughtful problem-solvers, and ethical lawyers. 
 

A New Judge 

During my first two months at the court, I have learned the names and faces of many of the players and 

have been introduced to the mechanics of court operations.  At the urging of the other judges, I spent a fair 

amount of my first few weeks observing court proceedings.  By late November, I was hearing calendars, 

reviewing search warrant applications, and performing wedding ceremonies.     

On December 1, I took on one of the courtôs four trial judge assignments.  In a typical week, I preside over 

criminal and civil trials Monday through Thursday and hear civil motions on Fridays.  Already on Friday 

motion calendars I have considered discovery disputes, motions to dismiss, and requests for injunctive  

relief ï and I know I have only touched the tip of the iceberg.   I am enjoying the intellectual challenges 

presented by these cases.  I work hard to read all materials submitted as well as relevant cases.  It should 

surprise nobody that a new judge - more than anything - wants to be as prepared as possible before taking 

the bench. 

 

           (continued on page 10) 
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